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ON SIN. 
IN radically confifts in partial 
affection in a being capable of 
knowing God ; or rather, in his 
loving the creature more than the 
Creator. This affection of heart 
is in its nature, hoftile to the uni- 
verfe, and involves in itfelf every 
thing that is vile and bafe ; it is 
moft unjuft, it is againft reafoa and 
the fitnefs of things ; and the fub- 
ject of it muft of neceflity be op- 
pofed by the univerfe, as its ene- 
my ; and if the intereft of the 
whole is more important than the 
intereft of a part, fuch oppofition 
is fit-and reafonable. 

Whatever be the caufe of fin, 
its nature will be the fame ; enmi- 
ty to being ; oppofition to the gen- 
etal good. But as finful man, in 
order to juftify himfelf. is difpofed 
to caft allthe blame of fin on its 
caufe, and fo ultimately on God 
the firft caufe ; let us fee, for a 
moment, whether there is any evi- 
dence that the caufe of fin is to 
blame. 

To the queftion what is the 
caufe of fin, if it have a pofitive 
caufe, the anfwer mult be, God, 
or, tht finner himfelf, is the caufe. 
That the finner himfelfis the prop- 
Vou. I, Ne. 6. 





er efficient caufe of his own finful 
nature and exercifes it might be 
hard to thew ; but fuppofe it were 
admitted, that he might be the 
caufe of his finful exercifes, he 


‘muft certainly be fo by his own 


act ; but it would not follow that 
the producing aé& mutt be a finful 
act, or if, in a given cafe, it fhould 
be, it would not follow that its 
finfulnefs is neceffary to the finful- 
nefs of the effect. To inftance in 
the firft fia that exifted : The quef- 
tion is, what was its caufe ? And 
the anfwer, on the prefent fuppo- 
fition is, the act of the finner : 
But certainly the aé& caufing the 
firft fin, being prior to it, and the 
ground of it, could not be a finful 
act, becaufe to fuppofe this would 
be to fuppofe fin exifted before the 
firftfin. Itis clear then, that the 
firft fin was not produced bya blame- 
able caufe in the finner ; confe- 

uently, all the blame of the firft 
fn lay in its nature, and not at all 
in its caufe, if, asis now fuppofed, 
the finner himfelf be the caufe. 
But if the blame of any one fin 
may be wholly in its nature, and 
not at all in its caufe, this may alfo 
be true of all fin ; an attempt there- 
fore to caft the blame of any fio 
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On Sin. [Dec. 


upon its caufe, fuppofing the finner | Sun, evinces that body to be bright 


himfelf tobe the caufe, would not 
only be irrevelant but unreafon- 
able. 

Again, it does not appear that 
the caufe of fin is to blame, on the 
ground that God is the caufe ; even 
the pofitive or efficient caufe ; the 
conclufion that it is, is built on the 
hypothefis that there is a// that in 
the caufe, which there isin the ef- 
fect, but this hypothefis is falla- 
cious. God created the material 


_ world, but God is not material, he 


has made creatures of oppofite na- 
tures, the harmlefs dove and the 
fpiteful ferpent, but he is not pof- 
{effed of thefe oppofite natures in 
co-exiftence. God caufes natural 
evil, pain and mifery ; But God is 
not miferable, but bleffed forever. 
If fin be a pofitive exiftence and 
require a pofitive caufe, fo is mat- 
ter a pofitive exiftence and requires 
a pofitive caufe, and the exiftence 
of the latter proves God to be ma- 
terial, as much as the exiftence of 
the former proves God to be finful. 
Tt may be faid that the other ef.- 
fects which have been mentioned, 
as produced by the divine agency, 
are mere negations, the abfence of 
good, the want of perfeétion, and 
therefore they require no pofitive 
caufe of their exiflence, and that 
this may be the cafe of fin itfelf ; but 
if this be true, it is ftill more evi- 
dent that the caufe, or more prop- 
erly the occafion, of fin is not to 
blame or finful. If fin be that ftate 
of a moral being which neceffarily 
takes place on the abfence or with- 


drawment of the divine prefence 
and influence, its exiftence will | 


be fo far from proving God to be 
finful, that it will prove his purity 
and ‘holinefs in the cleareft man- 
her ; and on the fame evidence 
that natural darknefs, being that 


| 


and Juminous. 

Moral evil in the effeé then does 
not prove moral evil in the caufe ; 
God may be the caufe of fin, in 
either of the fenfes which have 
been mentioned, and yet be per. 
feétly holy ; as well as the caufe 
of matter and yet be perfedtly fpi- 
ritual ; or the caufe of pain and yet 
be perfeétly happy. Confequently 


| an attempt to caft the blame of fin 
| upon its caufe, fuppofing God to 


be its caufe, is unreafonable, it is 
to charge God foolifhly, for the 
charge cannot be proved from the 
relation of an effeét to its caufe. 
But on the fuppofition that God 
is the caufe of fin, can he be right: 
eous in taking vengeance? An- 
fwer ; God’s being the caufe of 
fin alters not its nature, it is {till 
fin, enmity to being, oppofed to 
the total of created and uncreated 
good, tending, in its whole nature, 
to fubvert general order, and to 
overturn even the throne of God 
himfelf; its exiftence then being 
fuppofed, God, as the guardian of 
the general pood, muft oppofe and 
punifh it. But why was it firft 
caufed ? Suppofe we can aflign no 
good rcafons, it does not follow 
that there are none: ‘here may 
be reafons for it refulting from the 
perfections of God, the imperfec- 





tions of creatures, and the ends of 
the divine government, which lie 
beyond our fight, who are but of 
| yefterday : But furely before we 
| prefume to caft the blame of fin on 
| God for caufing it, we ought to be 
very certain on good evidence, that 
in caufing it, he acted without rea- 
fon, and when we can demonftrate 
that he did fo, and not til] then, 
we fhall have reafon to find fault ; 
but if we withhold our cenfures 
till then, the divine government 


ftate which fucceeds on the abfence | will, with refpeét to the exiftence 
or withdrawment of the natural of fin, forever remain unimpeach- 
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ed. God has not however left us 
wholly uninformed on this import- 
ant point, but has condefcended to 
give us two reafons, at leait, of 
his agency in the exiftence of fin, 
or in hardening the hearts of fin- 
ners, which ought to fatisfy us, 
(viz.) to fhew his wrath and make 
his power known ; and to make 
known the riches of his glory, on the 
veffels of mercy which he had afore 
prepared unto glory. 


A letter from a Gentleman to a 
friend. 





Dear Sir, 
THINK you will not be dif- | 
turbed at the length of this let- | 

ter, when you are informed, that 

our Lord Jefus is the fubjec of | 
almoft every fentence. You are | 
not fingular in confidering him, as | 
the diftinguifhed characier of the | 
gofpel. ‘lhe apoftle Paul was de- | 
termined to know nothing, ameng | 
the Corinthian Chriftians, but Je- | 
{us Chrift, and him crucified. He 
is God manifeft in the tiefh. He | 
came to accomplith a work of in- 


. ¢ 
finite importance—to fave finners, | 


and ultimately, by their falvation, 
and by his whole work, to glori- 
fy God. In his prayer, a little be- 
fore his crucifixion, he expreffed 
this idea to the Father. “I have | 
glorified thee on earth, I have fio- 
hed the work, which thou gaveft | 
metodo.” ‘L'his was his errand, 

and this he accomplifhed. On this 

account he is called the ‘ Bright- 

nefs of the Father’s glory, and the | 
exprefs image of his perfon.”” In 
this work, he promotes the public 
good. ‘The happinefs of all holy 
creatures is greatly increafed by ic. 
And to this end, “ All power in 
heaven and on earth is given unto 
him—the government is put upon 
his fhoulders—and he is made head 





over all things to the church—that , 
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by the church he might make 
known, to principalities and pow- 
ers in heavenly places, the mani- 
fold wifdom of God.” He cau- 
fes ‘* all things to work together 
for the good of them, that love 
God.” In the procefs of this 
work, he makes an immenfe ad- 
vance, upon all former difcoverics 
of the divine charafer. ‘This 
brings glory to God, and increafes 
the public good. The declarative 
glory of God confifts in the man- 
ifeftation of his perfections. Thefe 
manifeftations are the riches of the 
univerfe. In this work, the glory 
of God, and the happinefs of his 
kingdom are infeparably connected. 
The happinefs of the holy Ac- 
gels, as well as of thofe who are 
faved by his redemption, is un- 
fpeakably increafed, by the difcov- 
ertes which Chrift has made, of 
the infinite excellence of God. 
This is done in feveral particulars. 

Chrift has made a wonderful 
manifettation of the jujlice of God 
in punifhing finners. Something of 
this was done, when God caft out 
the apottate angels from his blifsful 
prefence, and doomed them, for 


‘their firit revolt, to endlefs def- 


pair. Their punishment, coubtlefs 


| appeared jult, and neceffary for 


the fuppoit of his beneficent gov- 
ernment. ‘Their rebellion appear- 


ed to the elec&t angels an awful 


crime, and worthy of fignal wrath. 
The holy would naturally refle& 
on the importance of the divine 
law, the exceilency of God, and 
the infinite obligations, which his 
creatures are under to him. And 
thetho’ts of rebellion would excite 
horror, and the punifhment of reb- 
els would meet with their appro- 
bation. In the condemnation of 
the revolters, God rendered his 
law refpedtable in the fight of the 
holy angels. ‘hey faw it was 
not to be trifled with: and the 
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confiderations, which were natu- 
rally fuggelted to their minds, on 
this occafion, gave a fuller convic- 
tion, anda more perfect fenfe of 
the importance of Jaw and juftice, 
than it is reafonable to fwppofe, 
they could have obtained, if fin 
had never taken place, and the 
punitive juftice of God had never 
been exemplified. But under the 
mediatorial government of Chrift, 
great advance has been made in 
thefe things. The pernicious and 
unyielding nature of fin, and the 
irreclaimable perverfenefs of the 
finner, were not feen in the in- 
ftance of the fallen angels. No 
offers of mercy were made them. 
It was not known, but that they 
would have gladly accepted of a 
pardon. They were immediately 
given over by a judicial aét, to the 
power of fin. But under the gov- 
ernment of Chrift, the obftinate 
nature of finis bro’t intoview. It 
appears, that no offers of mercy, 
no aéts of kindnefs, and no facri- 
fices which God can make, to pro- 
vide for their acceptance into fa- 
vor, can perfuade the finner, to re- 
turn to duty. He will perfift in 
his rebellion, in defiance of all the 
threatnings which can be denoun- 
ced, and all the arguments which 
can be offered to reclaim him. 
This gives an impreflive evidence 
of the juftice of God in the con- 
demnation of impenitent finners. 
—The apoftate angels committed 
but one fin, before their doom be- 
came irreverfible, and that, not 
againft redeeming mercy. Sinful 


_men have the offers of mercy, and 
the means of grace, and continue 


in rebellion and unbelief, thro’ their 
whole lives. They deliberately 
treat with contempt divineauthority 
and grace. Intheir condemnation, 
the punitive juftice of God will be 
difplayed to advantage. And the 
importance of fpotlefs parity, the 
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necefhity of the divine law, and of 
exprefling the divine abhorrence of 
fin by punifhments, will rife into 
view, with fuperior demontftration. 
You cannot but think, the juttice 
of God is difplayed, in more than 
fevenfold glory, in the latter cafe. 
It will doubtlefs be unfpeakably 
more illuftrious, and convincing in 
the eyes of his people. 

The atonement of Chrift alfo 
adds to the glory of punitive juf- 
tice. Had not this taken place, 
the enemies of God might have re. 
proached him, by fuggefting, that 
he punifhed them wantonly, that 
he had no benevolence for his crea- 
tures, and aéted more from paf- 
fion and cruelty, than from prin- 
ciple. But when his only begottep 
Son freely took the finners place, 
and became a curfe for them— 
when creation heard the Father 
fay, “Awake O fword againft 
the man, that is my fellow !”— 
when he was left in the power of 
earth and hell—when God would 
not abate an iota in thofe fufferings, 
which were neceflary to fupport the 
Jaw, and fully manifeft his abhor- 
rence of fin—when he hid his face 
from him in his laft extremity— 
when the Creator of the world 
bowed his head, and gave up the 
ghoft, then, then it was evident, 
that he punifbes from principle, that 
Chrift condemns the wicked, not 
thro’ wanton indifference to their 
fufferings ; but with a facred re- 
gard to juftice. This glorified 
juftice, magnified the law, and 
made it honorable. 

Chrift in his mediatorial govern- 
ment, makes an infinite advance, 
upon all former difplays of the 
goodnefs of God. He gives an il- 
luftrious evidence, that his good- 
nefs is real, and will indure for- 
ever. In his dealings with the elect 
angels, no one could have reafon to 
entertain any fufpicions of his good- 
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nefs. ‘They obeyed, and lived. 
But it was not known, that his 
goodnefs was fuch, that he could 
find it in his heart, to thew mercy 
to finners—to make the facrifice 
revealed in the gofpel—to iffue the 
invitations of his grace—to furnifh 
fuch means—to wait with longfuf- 
fering mercy on ungrateful abufers 
of every grace—and finally to 
come, ia the power of the Holy | 
Ghoft, and renew the hearts of | 
multitudes, and train them, amidit | 
a thoufand provocations, for the | 
world of glory. Bat this, you fee | 
exhibited in tranfcendant glory, in 
the government of Chrift. Here 
I conceive, angels muft look, for 
the moft expreffive evidence of the 
goodnefs of God. ‘lhis affords 
them the fulleft confidence, that | 

| 








God will be faithful to his prom- 
ifes to them. Here goodnefs 
glows in fupreme perfection. How 
fuperior to the manifeftation of it, 
in the dealings of God, with holy 
angels, who never have offended ! | 

In this government of Chrift, 
there is an unfpeakably greate 
difplay of the wi/dom of God, 
and his ability to govern the eni- 
verfe, than we have any reafon to 
fuppofe, had ever been made be- 
fore. No doubt, God manifelted 
unfearchable wifdom, in his prov- 
idential government, before this 
world was created. He did this 
in his dealings with the angels. — 
But was it ever feen, as it is im his 
management of fuch a world as 
this? Mere is a world of finners in 
confufion. All! the malice and de- 
vices of men and devils, are com- 
bined againftthe kingdom of Chrift, 
which he is eredling among men. 
Every artificeand weaponisemploy- 
ed to overthrow it. And yet Zi- 
on hives, and increafes, and Chrift 
fo controls, and manages all ¢ 








vents, and has done it already, fae 
thoufands of years, that with their 
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whole influence, true as the needle 
to the pole, they fubferve, his 
purpofes, accomplifh his plan, 
bring glory to his name, and blef- 
fings to his people. ‘ O the 
depth of the riches, both of the 
wifdom and knowledge of God ! 
How unfearchable are his judg- 
ments and his ways paft finding 
out !”” 

Your own heart informs you, 
that God is the portion of his peo- 
ple, and that the manifeftations of 
his perfetions are the riches of the 
univerfe. ‘Thefe perfectionsChrift 
has brought into view, in fuch ad- 
vanced glory, that I thall not won- 


| der if you are ready to fay, that 


they appear a thoufand fold more 
glorious and illuftrious, than if the 
gofpel {cheme had never been adop- 


| ted—if Adam and his race had 


retained original purity, and no 
advance had becn made on the dif- 
coveries, which God had given of 
himfelf, in his dealings with the 
ele&t and apoftate angels. And if 
Adam had ftood, by the covenant 
of works ; or if on his tranfpref- 
fion, he had been immediately 
fentenced to hell, by an irreverfi- 
ble decree of juftice, without the 
offers of mercy, no advance would 
have been made in government, by 
any thing effentially new, and com- 
paratively little would have been 
added to the glory of God, or the 
happinefs of his friends. But this 
world was created for the glory of 
God, and the public good. Chrift 
undertook the government of it, 
to anfwer thefe purpofes. He fuc- 
ceeds. In proportion as he brings 
the glory of God into the view of 
his friends, he increates their eter- 
nal happinefs. How inexprefhlibly 
more exalted then, will be the hap- 
pinefs of his faints, than if Adam 
had f{tood ? 

You will not now be difficulted 
to aflign the reafon, why the an- 
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gels are fo intent in their obferva- | thing to be inhabitants of this 
tions, on the things of this world. | world—veffels, in which will be 
‘They look to the dealings of Chrilt | expreffed the riches of God’s 
with our world, to fee the moft | grace and mercy; or veffels of 
perfect manifettations of the glo- | wrath, fitting for deftruétion, by 
ries of their God. hefe are the | which, God will fhew his wrath, 
things, which inflame their love, | and make his power known.— 
and fix them in an ecttacy of ado- | That God would glorify the riches 
ration and praife. | of his grace, by multiplying the 
I think, you will alfo conclude, | veffels of his mercy, is [ think, the 
that the guilt of mankind is incom- | fincere prayer, of 
parably greater, than that which Your affectionate friend, 
banifhed the finning angels from j. 
heaven, or Adam from paradife. 
It certainly feems to me, that our 
fins are committed againit greater 
manifettations of the divine char- | 








Sin neceffarvily leads ta mifery—in 
this world and the next. 


afer. And we have been guilty | I.N are not eafily drawn to 
of innumerable tranfgrefions, and “Bf believe, and habitually to 


thofe againft the obligations of *fé- | feel the power of fentiments, which 
decming love ; whereas they were | crofs their prevailing inclinations 
guilty of but one fin, before their and favorite praftices of living. 
condemnation became unavoidable. | Hence it comes, that the repre. 

When you contemplate on the ! fentation of eternal mifery to fol- 
immenfe advance, which Chrift low an impenitent life is fo hard- 
has made, of the knowledge of ly received by mankind; fome 
God, and how he has enriched the | wholly ditbelieving the event, and 
univerfe, I am perfuaded, you | others trying to doubt altho they 
will fay it was glorious in God to | cannot wholly filence the premoni- 
create fuch a world as this, and to | tions of confcience It is ftrange 
manage it ashe hasdone. Your | there fhould be fuch doubts, when 
heart will be drawn forth in praife, | nature and providence are filled 
and you will be ready to call on | with evidence, that the ‘ wages 
all his intelligent creatures, to | of fin is death.” If we were im- 


praife him for it. You will fay in partial, and could look without 
your heart, that this world, jult | prejudice on the nature and gov- 
as it is, is an excellent world, and | ernment of things ; we fhould 
that God in creating and govern- | fee that there is a provifion for the 
ing it, deferves the admiration of | fulfilment of the original threaten- 
his people. ‘The earth is full of | ing ; and that the execution hath 
the glory of the Lord —It is no | commenced, is continually going 
wonder, that Chrift, who makes | on, and hattening to a complete 
fuch rich difcoveries of God, is | fulfilment. When the {criptures 
precious to them that believe. 1 | affure us, that the wages and end 
have no doubt, but that, if your | of fin, are death, no more is fore- 
heart is right, you will more high- | told, than we may look on the 
ly efteem him for this, than for | world and fee aétually taking place 
any temporal, or eternal bleflings, | every day ; no more than ferious 
which refpect only your own foul. | obfervation mult difcover in our 

I cannot clofe my letter, with- | own pains, difeafes, decay, diflat- 
out reflecting, that it is a folemn | isfa€tion, difappointment, and the 
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forebodings of an evil confcience. 
Sinners are not only condemned 
already : but the execution began, 
in the moment, that the firft crime 
was committed. Surely, ic is 
ftrange to hear thofe, who are faf- 
fering the beginning of death, de- 
ny that it will be perfected, accor- 
ding to the fure word of God ; 
fo far as there hath been opportu- 
nity for experience, we have found 
the infinite truth of God. He 
hath, from the beginning of the 
world, been going on in the fulfil- 
ment of his prediftion. It hath 
been a general rule, that individa- 
als, families and nations have been 
miferable, in proportion as they 
have been finful. As there have 
been many kinds and degrees of 
fin ; fo there. have been of mifery. 
As fin hath often been clothed in 
the drefs of virtue, and called by 
great and facred rames ; fo mifery, 
hath often been difguifed with the 


outfide covering of earthly prof. 
perity and mirthful fully : but if | 
men’s hearts could be opened to 


human infpeftion ; and if the 
wretchednefs of enmity, unfatisf- 
ed defires, vain wifhes, and a fore- 
boding confciencc, could be accu- 
rately infpecied, it wou'd be known 
that the wages of fin have from the 
beginning been death, No man is 
fatisfied in himfelf. All are try- 
ing for an alteration in their ftate ; 
altho many do it, in a manner, 
that mult eventually increafe their 
unhappinefs. Many are deluded 
with vain hopes and expectations, 
which have no foundation in na- 
ture, nor any encouragement from 
experience and the word of God. 
If the letter of the threatening, at 
any time, alarms their confciences, 
they reftin an attempt to explain 
away its truth and certainty ; er 
if fome unhappinefs, greater than 
the common courfe of life, brings 
them to confideration and trem- 


in this world and the next. 
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bling, they form refolutions of a- 
mendment, which are forgotten 
when their trials are removed ; and 
they go on, in fecure and pleaf- 
ing hope, although the fentence of 
God remains indelibly written, 
“‘ the end of thefe things is death.” 
—nor do they confider the fub- 
ject enough, to fee how every 
thing, in nature and providence, 
portends a certain execution of the 
divine threatening. ‘lhe power 
of God ts fteadily and irrefiltibly 
working! He paufes not, he ftops 
not in his courfe to confider what 
fhall next be done ; but with an 
infinite energy is executing the e- 
ternal counfels of his will, which 
mu(t terminatein the death of fin. 
ners if they remain impenitent. 
The death threatened mutt 
doubtlefs be allowed to mean, all 
that pain and mifery, both in the 
prefent and ia the world to come, 
which take place in confequence 
of fin. Death in the world to 
come, ought to be moft alarming 


tin confideration ; for however fe- 


vere or conftant the pains of this 
world may be, they cannot exceed 
the fhort duration of our earthly 
lives. But when we confider 
death as eternal, the fubjeét ap- 
pears to be of infinite confequence. 
1 propofe to illuftrate, from fun- 
dry confiderations in the exifting 
nature of things, of the rational 
mind, and of focial relations, the 
certainty that thofe who leave the 
world, in an unholy ftate, and 
without fuch qualifications as are 
required in the gofpel of Chrift, 
mult go toa flate of mifcry. 
Although the teftimony of God, 
be a fufficient evidence that finners, 
without faith and repentance will 
be miferable hereafter ; ftill, it is 
highly proper to increafe our own 
conviction and diligence, by fuch 
rational confiderations, as nature 


and the fubject fuggelt ; and to fee 
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how this unhappinefs will arife, 
from the exiftence of unholy prin- | 
ciples and paflions in the mind: | 
and I fhall attend to this point, | 
with a particular application, to 
the neceility of our being renewed | 
in the temper of our minds, by the | 
Holy Spirit. | 

| 





1. Thofe who appear little to 
regard the threatenings of revela- 
tion, do {till generally concede it 
to be probable, that Almighty | 
God and the place of his prefence | 
are glorious in holinefs. Even the | 
felfifhnefs of their hearts reluctates | 
againtt the idea of a God, wholly | 
deftitute of moral rectitude ; left | 
if this were the cafe they fhould | 
fall under a tyrannical power. 

But how can an unholy and un- 
renewed finner be happy in going 
to the holy prefence and place of 
God? Doth not the holinefs and | 
frrict {pirituality of the law make 
it difagreeable to finners ? Is it not 
the holy and fpiritual nature of re- 
ligious worfhip, that renders them | 
fosdeficient in their attendance ahd 
fo formal and hypocritical when | 
they offer to attend ? Is it not the | 
holinefs of God, which renders 
meditations on his being and a 
fenfe of his prefence fo difquieting, | 
that finners with to put away the 
great the awful fubject of contem- | 
plation ?—Hlence arifes that neg- | 
leG& of religious duties, ia which 
many live, while clearly inftruéted 
in their nature and importance. 
Hence comes their diflike of pious 
difcourfe—of religious companions 
—and of frequent feafons to praife | 
and pray to God. Hence their | 
backwardnefs to feel his provi- | 
dence, and truft in the divine aids | 
of his power and goodnefs for what | 
they need ;and to feek his glory | 
conftaatly and confecrate their 
all to his fervice. ‘They have no | 
tafte for fuch employments—no | 
relith for fuch duties—and no de- 
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light in the infinite obje& of pieus 
meditation and praife ; and there- 
fore they live without God in the 
world. Hence, alfo, it happens, 
that they diflike a {cheme of doc. 
trine, which continually brings 
thofeduties into their view, & urges 
upon them, the neceflity of a new 
heart and of a pious life. ‘Thefe 
are facts, which many can witnefs, 
froma recollection of their own 
paft feelings ; and they are a pow- 
erful evidence that every unfanéti- 
fied finner is going into a ftate of 
miferable exiltence falt as time 
canroll him onward. This mif 
ery will arife from the immoral 
nature of his own principles and 
affedtions, in view of fuch objeéts, 
as mult conftantly be prefented to 
his fight. If God be holy, if 
heaven be holy and the creature be 
unholy, he muft be unhappy when 
placed in a heavenly manfion. The 
confequence wil! undeniably follow 
fromthe premifes. Thus the fin- 
ner’s feelings as he goes on thro 
life ; his difrelith of the divine 
restitude and commandments ; and 
of the appointed cuties of prayer 
and praife, prove a prefent evi- 


‘dence of his future mifery, if he 


do not come to evangelical repent- 
ance anda love of God. Sinful 
men, need only be acquainted with 
their own hearts, to become aflur- 


ed of oneof thefe twotruths ; either 


that their hearts mult be changed 
by the fpirit of God, or that they 
are going to endlefs unhappinefs.. 
Heaven, is every where defcri- 
bed, as being a near approach to 
God ; a life filled with praife and 
adoration ; as ‘perfect love and 
obedience to the law ; and the 
moft intimate and perfect commun- 
ion with the faints, who delight in 
thefe employments. But how can 
thofe, who take no delight in fuch 
objects and employments, think 
of being happy bya removal toa 
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world, where this is the only blef- 
fednefs? If they cannot delight in 
the law of God here, how will 
they be made bleffed by pafhng 
into a condition, where the law is 
more clearly feen, and more per- 
feétly obeyed. Ifa fight of God, 
in the infinite holinefs of his na- 
ture and his omniprefent Being, 
aives pain to their refleétion now ; 
will they not be more pained to 
come near, even to his tribunal and 
his throne, and behold him in that 
clearnefs, with which he is difcov- 
ered in heaven, to the fight of thofe 
adoring millions, who worthip 
around his throne, and ceafe not 
day and night, to offer praife and 
glory, and dominion to him and to 
the Lamb who was flain? Truly 
God is gracious, and there is a 
Redeemer able to fave unto the ut- 
termoft, thofe who love and truft 
him ; but if men are not prepared 
for heaven, it is the height of fin- 
ning folly, to think they can efcape 
the fentence of eternal truth, and 
the courfe of nature. 

The gofpel was never defigned 
to repeal the law of God, nor to 
change the law of nature, that men 
muft be unhappy, when all the ob- 
jeéts around them, and the em- 
ployments in which they are enga- 
ged, are contrary to the talie of 
their minds. 

(To be continued.) 





Political benefits of the Sabbath. 


“N an age when the duties of 
the fabbath are fo greatly neg- 
iected and the day itfelf fo much 
defpifed by many, it may not be 
improper or unprofitable to endeav- 
or to thew that its obfervance is at- 
tended with important benefits of 
a political nature. Thefe bear no 
comparifon with thofe which are 
moral, but are by no means finall. 


Independent of any morality or 
Vor. L. No, 6. 
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the facred injunétion, the inftitu- 
tion of the fabbath is exceedingly 
wife. Viewed, merely with refpeét 
to the prefent {tate of man, it was 
defigned for fa'utary purpofes and 
anfwers valuable ends. Was there 
no fature ftate, religion in general, 
and the fanétification of the fab- 
bath in particular would be attend- 
ed with happy confequences.— 
The peace and good order of fo- 
ciety would be greatly promoted. 
The temporal benefits which it 
confers are not its chief glory, 


but are certainly very proper to be 


mentioned in demonftrating the 
wifdom of the appointment and 
obfervance of the day. 

Its original inftitution was at 
the conclufion of the work of cre- 
ation. ‘Lhe Almighty refted from 
all the works which he had made, 
and bleffed the feventh day and 
fanétified it. According to its ori- 
ginal defign it continues, through 
fucceflive ages, a period of reft for 
man and beaft. Toils ceafe, and 
exhaufted nature becomes refrefh- 
ed. Such is the conttitution of 
man that ceafelefs activity foon un- 
nerves and dettroys his vigour. 
Inceflaat labour would defeat its 
very purpofes, and inftead of ad- 
vancing would retard the progrefs 
in the active purfuits of life. Ex- 
ertion too violent or too long con- 
tinued will deftroy the tone and 
energy of the bodily fyitem. Fee- 
blenefs will be the neceflary refuls. 

The great mafs,—by far the 
greater proportion of mankind are 
neceflitated to engage in laborious 
purfuits. Even the kind depar- 
ture of the day and the welcome 
approach of the fhades of night, 
afford but a partial relief to their 
weary limbs—an incompetent re- 
freihment to nature exhaufted with 
fatigue. The ftated return of a 
day on which all ufual occupations 
are to ceafe—fecular employments 
c 
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be laid afide, and man and beaft | fo toilfome, that they cannot hon. 


enjoy a refpite from toil, muft be 
highly grateful. After the labors 
of the week, the tranquility and 
reft of the fabbath are peculiarly 
agreeable. ‘They fit for renewed 
exertion with increafed vigour. 
—Strength is recovered—nature, 
worn down with exceffive toil, is 
refrefhed, and the ufual taf of the 
week is performed with wonted 
energy, activity and pleafure — 
Human affairs would lofe their or- 
der and proper feafon without the 
fabbath. The all-wife Creator per- 
feéily knew what was adapted to 
the ftate and circumftances of man. 
Divine wifdom is very eminently 
difplayed in the portion of time 
{:parated for holy purpofes. A 
lefs portion would not have anfwer- 
ed the defign of its appointment, 
in the refrelhment of man and 
bealt ; a greater would too much 
have diminifhed the period necefla- 
ry for fecular purfuits. It is alto- 
gether probable that as much or 
even more extenfive bufinefs is per- 
formed ia the fix, thaa would be 
in the fewen days. Man is far more 
vigorous and capable of ativity 
than he could be was there no day 
of reft. 

Should it be faid that the fcel- 
ings and circum‘tances of individ- 
uals would point ou: the proper pe- 
riod of reit; it is obferved, that 
there is a mutual dependance and 
connexion, in the affairs of life, 
between the members of commu- 
nity, which extend to branches of 
bufinefs fo numerous as to render it 
neceffary that activity fhould at the 
fame time pervade the whole. 
Oiherwife fome who would be ac- 
tive from inclination would be hin- 
cered in their occupations by the 
inaftivity of others. Delay and 
confufieon could not be avoided.— 
It is now the complaint of fome, 
that the labors of the week are 





or God in his fanétuary on the 
fabbath. Upon this principle, was 
there no fuch divine inititution, 
they would be necefhitated to refrain 
frora their fecular employments. 
In countries where the papal in. 
fluence hath fpread, and many days 
in the courfe of the year, have been 
confecrated, by human authority, 
to religious fervices, we fee, in 
fome meafure, the pernicious ef. 
fe&ts refulting from their multipli- 
cation. —The proportion of time 
confumed in the numberlefs rites of 
fuperftition hath caufed the arts and 
bufinefs of life to be negleéted, and 
poverty to overwhelm many, who 
were they induftrious, might enjoy 
eafe and plenty. ‘he fabbath al- 
fo greatly contributes to cleanlinefs, 
whick is the parent of health. It 
affords a very proper and a uni- 
verfal opportunity to attend to this 
important point in the prefervation 
and happinefs of life. 4 


(To be continued.) 





Totnwe Epirors oF THE Con- 
necTicuT EvAnGEecicat Ma. 
GAZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 

AS expofitions of doubtful 
paflages of fcripture, are amorg 
the objeéts embraced by your Map- 
azine, I offer you for publication 
Dr. Guyfe’s Paraphrafe, and note 
on John x. 34, 35 and 36. ‘To 
which I have taken the liberty of 


| adding a few remarks. 


Yours, &c. 


PHILOTES. 


THE TEXT. 

FESUS anfwered them, 3 
not written in your law, 1 faid ys 
are Gods ? Lf he called them Gee's, 
unto whom the word of God came, 
and the fcripture cannot be broken : 


Say ye of him, whom the Fathe 
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hath fan&ified, and fent into the 
world, Thou blafphemeft ; lecaufe 
I faid I am the Son of God. 
PARAPHRASE. 
UR bleffed Lord, far from 
blaming them, (the Jews) 
as if they mifcon{trued his words, 
anfwered their cavil againft them, 
in the juft fenfe in which they had 
taken them: Saying, How unrea- 
fonable is your being thus furious 
againft me, for {peaking of myfelf, 
in thefe high terms, as that Son of 
God, who is God, one in nature 
with the Father? If ye look into 
the fcriptures, which ye profefs to 
be guided by, do ye net fiad that 
God there fays of your Judges and 
Kulers, who in their office were 
types of the Mefliah,* J have faid 
ye are Gods, and all of you children 
of the Moft High. Pfal. Ixxxii. 6. 
If then he ftiled thofe Magiftrates 
Gods, becaufe by his own imme- 


* The fenfe, in which interpreters 
have ufually confidered the term Gods 
in this place, as fignifying Magiftrates 
m general, has, I think, mifled them 
in their account cf this and the fol- 
lowing verfes, and very much funk 
and embarraffed Chrift’s argument in 
them ; and is hardly reconcilable to 
any tolerable fenfe of his reafoning 
from them, that the Scriptures cannot be 
iroken. Yt feems therefore to me, that 
the perfons here fpoken of, under the 
title of Gods, are not as has been com- 
monly thought, Magiftrates barely 
eoniidered as fuch, on account of 
their refembling God’s dominion in 
the exercife of their power, or acting 
therein by authority and commiffion 
trom him. 1 much queftion whether 
the title of Gods is ever given in {crip- 
ture to Magiftrates in common ; but, 
a5 | apprehend, it relates only to Jew- 
ith Magiftrates, who were typical of 
Chrift, whofe authority was fhadowed 
out by that, which they exercifed in 
the commonwealth and church of If- 
racl, and to whom it was to be trans- 
ferred, when he fhould appear to fet 
up his kingdem in the world ; and fo 
this denomination of Gods is not meta- 
Phorical, but typical, &c. 
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diate word he had committed the 
legal adminiftration of the church 
and nation of I[frael to them, as 
types and fhadows of the Mefliah ; 
and if the infpired writings, which 
thus {peak concerning them cannot 
be falfified, but mut needs be ful- 
filled in the Meffiah’s really pof- 
fefling the divine dignity, that an- 
{wers to the high title under which 
they prefigured him ; how per- 
verfe and daring is it in you to 
charge blafphemy upon me, for ap- 
plying terms proper to Deity to 
myfelf, as fignifying my onenefs in 
nature and perfection with the 
Father ? Since Iam the great an- 
titype and fubftance of thofe types 
and fhadows, and am in truth, 
what,they were only in name, &c. 


THE foregoing paraphrafe and 
note of Dr. Guyfe, have {truck 
my mind with conviétion that the 
title of Gods given to the Jewifh 
rulers was altogether typical. ‘The 
types weie of the nature of proph- 
ecies, they clearly foretold the cx- 
iftence of the antitype. The Jew- 
ith Magiftrates being typically God;, 
and addreffed as fuch by the Mott 
High himfelf, was a plain predic- 
tion that the Mefhiah the antitype, 
fhould be tru/y Ged. This idea 
gives force and confillency to our 
Saviour’s reafoning, and adds an 
important meaning to the Jat claufe 
of the 35th verfe, And the fcris- 
tures cannot be broken, which on 
any other fuppsfition appears to 
have no meaning at all, and to be 
totally unconnected with the other 
parts of the fentence. But if we 
admit, that the title in confidera- 
tion was given the Jewifh Magif- 
trates in atypical fenfe only, thea 
undoubtedly it predicted the real 
divinity of Chrift. And the pre- 
ditions of {cripture muft be fulfl- 
led—the Mefhiah muit be God 
equal with the Father, An 
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therefore it was perverfe indeed in 
the Jews, to accufe our Saviour of 
blafphemy, for claiming to be, 
what the types had foretold he 
fhould be. Should this conftruc- 
tion be admitted, I have to enquire 
whether any Magiftrates at this 
day can be confidered as types of 
Chrift ? And if not, Whether we 
have any fcripture warrant for giv- 
ing them the title of Gods ? 


From THE Lonpon EvancGett- 
cat MAGAZINE. 


Letters on the exemplary behaviour 
of Miniflers. By the late Rev. 
Youn Brown, of Haddington. 

(Contioued from p. 100.) 


LETTER III. 
Dear Sir, 

HILE you carefully a- 

void the vices mentioned 
formerly, and, through the Spirit 
of God, mortify the feveral in- 
ward lufts from which they pro- 
ceed, you muft in the fame man- 
ner fludy the exercife of every 
faving grace, Chriftian temper, and 
practice, towards God, your neigh- 
bor, and yourfelf ; as taught by 
the grace of God “to deny un- 
godlinefs and worldly tufts, and to 
Jive foberly, righteoufly, and god- 
ly in this prefent evil world.” In 
the ftudy of holinefs and devotion 
towards God, your faving graces 
and Chriftian tempers mutt, in a 
lively and vigorous manner, be ex- 
ercifed in knowing, acknowledg- 
ing, worfhipping, and gborifying 
him as God, and your God in 
Chrift.* ‘They ought to be em- 
ployed in like manner, in receiv- 
ing, obferving, and keeping pure 
and eatire all the inilituted ordi- 
nances of his worfhip 5} in mak- 


* x Chron. xxviii.g. Deut. xxvi 17. 


Matth. iv. 10. f Deut, xxxii 46, 
and xii. 22. 


Exemplary behaviour of Minifters. 
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ing an holy and reverend ufe of 
his names, titles, attributes, ordi- 
nances, word and works} ; and in 
improving his appointed feafons of 
worfhip, efpecially his holy Sab- 
bath, in the moft lively exercifes 
of it, whether fecret, private, or 
public, earneftly regarding his au- 
thority as the reafon, and intend- 
ing his glory as your chief end in 
all. 

In regard to your own perfor, 
labor to have your heart habitual- 
ly fpiritual, lively, burning with 
love and holy zeal, inflamed and 
conftrained by the redeeming love 
of Chrift fhed abroad in it, and 
by the powerful influences of his 
Spirit dwelling therein.|| Cherifh 
the deepeft humility, meeknefs 
and lownefs of Spirit.q Study 
to poffefs a courageous difpofition 
of mind, and as much _ hardinefs 
of bodily conftitution as_poffible.* 
Study an habitual and orderly ac- 
tivity of difpofition,t in refifting 
Satan’s temptations, mortifying 
yourfinful lufts{finregulating your 
affections as to the objeéts on which 
they fhould be placed, the bounds 
within which they fhould be kept, 
and the due fubordination in which 
they fhould move.§§ A fluggith 
and lazy as well as a timorous dif- 
pofition is of infinitely bad ten- 
dency in aminifter, and may draw 
upon him the eternal damration of 
thoufands, and of himfelf in the 





¢ Pf. xxix.2. Rev. xv. 3, 4. Ecc’. 
v. . PL cxxxviii. 1. 2. Job xxxvi. 24. 
§ If Iwill. 13,14. 1 Cor. x. 13. |. Hf. 
vi.6. Luke xii. 35. 2 Cor.v. 14. Rom. 
v. 5, and viii. 5. @ Luke xiv. 1t- 
Matth. xviii. 4. Num. xii 3. Pfalm 
CXXXviii. 6. Prov. iii. 34, and xvi. 19. 
Matth. xi. 28. Adis xx. 19. 1 Pet. v. 5. 
Eph, iii. 8. * 2 Tim. i. 7, 8, and ti. 
1, 3. Acts xx. 24. 1 Tim. v. 23. 
+ x Cor. ix. 24—27, and xvi. 13- 
jj Eph. vi. 12, 13. Gal. v. 17, 24. 
§§ Col. ili. 1, 5. Tim. tii. 2, 3. and 
iv. 12. 1 Cor. vii. 29—31. Gal. vi. 14. 
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moft tremendous form.|| Study 
an heavenly temper, as having 
your Saviour, Matter, and portion 
in heaven ; as employed in walk- 
ing and bringing others to heaven ; 
and as expecting your infinitely 
great and gracious reward in heav- 
en. Study univerfal decency or 
becomingnefs, in all your words, 
deeds, geftures, and drefs, fuita- 
ble to your office, your age, your 
gifts, the graces which you ought 
to exercife, and the circumftances 
in which Providence hath placed 
you and the church of Chrilt.— 
This will render your honeft and 
pious actions, lovely, even to the 
enemies of your religion.* In 
bearing adverfity, efpecially fuffer- 
ings for righteoufnefs’ fake, ftady 
to exercife an earneft and vigorous 
faith in God’s promifes ; hope of 
his gracious and feafonable fup- 
port, and deliverance ; patience, 
fortitude and conftancy under his 
correction, and kindly refignation 
toit ; wifdom and prudence in 
judging of the troubles and their 
caufes, and inufing proper means 
for removing them.t ‘Ihus you 
will attain to the moft honorable | 
as weil as profitable part of the 
Chriftian life, and be fitted for di- 
refting and comforting others in 
their adverfity.t 

In your family, you ought care- 
fully to choofe fervants that are 
prudent and fearers of God. But 
much more circumfpceétion, and 
gracius direQion from God are 





|] if. ivi. ro, a1. Ezck. ii. 6. Matth. 
xxv. 48—51, and xav. 24—30. x Cor. 
§ 2Cor. iv. 17,18. Col. 
Heb. xii. 1, 2. 
1 Cor. xiv. 30, 40. 
+ 2 Tim. ii. 1, 3, 10, and i. 8. Pf. xxxix. 
9. 1 Sam. iii. 18. Adis xx. 24, and xvi. 


ix. 16, 27. 
iii. 2,2. Phil. tii. 20. 
* Job xxxii. 6. 


13. 2 Sam. xv. 26, and xvi. 19—12. 
2Cor.vi.4. 2 Chron. xx. 12—20. If. 
viii. 17. Mic. vii. 7—9. $ Jamesi. 4. 
Heb. xii, rar. 2 Cor. i. 


z Theff. ui. 7, 8. 
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neceflary in your choice of a pious, 
prudent, active, frugal, kind, and 
affable wife, who may be an help 
and ornament to you and your 
family ; not an hurt, hindrance, 
reproach and grief. In your 
family, a more than ordinary 
knowledge of divine things, holi- 
nefs, devotion, love, harmony, 

order and gravity, ought to pre- 
vail :q while you retain your av- 
thority over them,* and prudco’- 
ly provide neceffaries for them, 
you ought to manifeft an affeAion- 
ate delight in your wife, fympathy 
with her in trouble, and patient 
bearing of her infirmities =~ The 
children whom God may give you, 
fhould be brought up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, with- 
out either finful indulgence or cru- 
elty in your dealings with them, 
and in due time appointed to fome 
proper bufinefs anfwerable to their 
inclinations, abilities, and {tation 
in life.|} Your fervants fhould 
have not only proper work and 
wages, but ought to be carefully 
inflru€ted, along wiih your chil- 


| dren, in the principles of reli ipion, 


| 


A A 





3—11. | Prov. xxii. 6. 


' 


and required and encouraged to 
obferve the fecret, private, and 
public ordinances thereof. §¢ 
J am yours j. B. 
(To be pentioned. ) 


fin Account of a work of Divine 
grace ina Revival of Religion, 
i a number of Congregations in 
New LEnglaiud, in the years 1798 
and 1799, ina feries of Letters 
to the Editors. 
{Continued trom page 184. ] 


§ 2 Cor. vi. 14. 1 Cor. ix. 5, and vii. 
39. Prov.xxxi. | Gen xviii. 19. Ex. 
xx. 10. Jofh. xxiv. 15. 


11,12. + Deut. xxvi. ar. x Tim. v. &. 
t Prov. xix. Eph. v. 25. Col. iii. 19. 
1 Pet.iii. 7. || Eph. vi. 4. Col. iii. 21. 


§§ Gen. xviii. 19. Joh. 
ci. 6 Col, iv. 1. 


axiv. 35. Tf. 


*1 Tim. ii. 
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LETTER IX. 


From the Rev. Aaron Woor- 
worTtH of Bridgehampton, Long- 


Sfland. 


GENTLEMEN, 

TAKE the liberty to fend to 

you fome account of the work 
of God, in this quarter, laft win- 
terand fpring. It hasindeed been 
glorious. ‘ The Lord hath done 
great things for uz, whereof we 
are glad.” The attention, in this 
place, began to be confiderable 
the beginning of lait Movember. 
Before this, and as early as the 
preceding July or Augult, there 
were manifeft appearances of f{pe- 
cial ferioufnefs upon the minds of 
afew individuals. Perhaps, pre- 
vious to the month of November, 
there had three or four inftances of 
hopeful converfion taken place ; 
and a fomewhat larger number of 
perfons appeared under conviction. 

Irom this time, our weekly 
meetings for prayer and Chriftian 
conference, which had becn kept 
up, principally, thro the fummer 
preceeding began to be more fre- 
quented. About the laft of No- 
vember or the beginning of De- 
cember, there was a more rapid in- 
creafe in the attention, both as to 
the extent and folemnity of it. 
Our affemblies on the Lord’s day 
were much more full and folemn ; 
and the conference meetings which 
inftead of once were now attended 
twice in the week were crouded. 
The work continued to {pread thro 
the month of December, when 
the glorious cloud of divine influ- 
ence feemed to encircle the whole 
congregation. 

On new-year’s day we attend- 
ed public worfhip both in the af- 
ternoon and evening. At each 
fervice the houfe of God was much 
thronged ; and an univerfal, eager, 
and profoundly filent attention to 
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the word preached, ftrikingly mar- 
ked the deep folemnity of the au- 
dience. Never before did we wit- 
nefs fuch a new-year’s day. The 
Lord was manifeftly and powerful- 
ly prefent. Numbers were hope- 
fully brought into the liberty of the 
gofpel, and filled with joy and 
peace in believing ; and many oth- 
ers becamethe fubjects of that earn- 
eft folicitude about their falvation, 
which continued with them, till 
they obtained hope of their recon- 
ciliation to God. Subfequent to 
this it was found that no private 
houfes would contain the people 
who flocked to conferences, even 
though there were two or three 
meetings at the fame time. Of 
courfe our appointments were after- 
wards made in the church. For 
nearly three weeks, public worfhip 
was attended every evening ; and 
the houfeof God was, in common, 
much more crouded than it ufed 
formerly to be, evenon the fabbath. 
Many who lived at the diftance of 
two and three miles, were conftant 
attendants. 

The things of religion appeared 
to engrofs the minds of all claffes. 
Such as had been at the greate(t 
remove from ferious confideration 
were folemnly awakened ; and the 
{tout-hearted made to bow under 
fearful apprehenfiors of the wrath 
tocome. Among finnersthe com- 
mon enquiry was * what thal! I do 
to be faved 2”? The care of the foul 
they confidered as indeed the one 
thing needful. Worldly bufinefs 
beyond what feemed immediatcly 
neceflary was, in a great meafure, 
laid afide and madeto give place 
to the concerns and interetts of e- 
ternity. Much time was fpent in 
viliting from houfe to houfe, and 
religious converfation became uni- 
verfal. Little clfe was to be heard 
in any circle. Many were mourn- 
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wretchednefs and danger of their 
{tate as finners, and not a few re- 
joicing in the grace of the gofpel. 
This was the ftate of things thro’ 
the months of January, February 
and March. Inthe month of A- 
pril, the ardor of the attention ap- 
peared in fome meafure to abate. 
‘The habitual ferioufnefs however, 
remained much the fame as before ; 
and continues in a good meafure 
to the prefent time. Confiderable 
numbers flill appear under deep 
and genuine conviction. 

Perfons of almoft every age, 
from 65 down to 10 or 12 years, 
have apparently been fubjeéts of 
the work. Children from ten 
years old have been much awaken- 
ed, and fome hopefully converted. 
Thofe who have given the beft evi- 
dence of a faving change have gen- 
erally been from 16 to 40 years of 
age. ‘There have confiderably ri- 
fing of a hundred obtained hope of 
their faving intereft in Chrift. Un- 
der conviétion the fubjeéts have, 
in general, been made deeply fen- 
fible of their utterly loft eftate by 
nature. ‘Lhey complain much of 


hard hearts and blind minds — | 


When thus reduced to felf-defpair, 
they have ufually experienced di- 
vine manifeftations. ‘Thefe mani- 
feftations, in fome inftances, have 
been immediate and clear at firft, 
and connected with great fenfible 
peace and joy in God and divine 
things. But more commonly they 
have been flow and progreflive. 
The perfon has felt calm and com- 
pofed—and experienced a degree 
of inward peace and fatisfa@tion in 
a vicw of divine objets. But 
thefe exercifes have not been fuch, 
at firft, as to bring in evidence of 
their being new creatures. Nfany 
have continued in this ftate for a 
confiderable time, fome for weeks 
without any apprehenfions of their 
being the fubiects of faying grace. 
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This has been the cafe till increaf- 
ing light, and comparing their 
exercifes with the gofpel, have led 
them on to a comfortable hope of 
their good eftate. 

Through the whole of this re- 
markable ferioufnefs much regular- 
ity has been obferved. Order and 
decency have marked its rife and 
progrefs—and it has been attended 
with much outward peace and har- 
mony of fentiment. No oppofi- 
tion has appeared. Satan has not 
been permitted to get advantage 
againft us, by exciting any thing 
hke a fpirit of rafh judging, or bit- 
ter, cenforious fpeaking one of a- 
nother. From the beginning every 
body feemed convinced, and dif- 
pofed to acknowledge that what 
they faw was indeed the work of 
God. Its effeéts have been moft 
falutary. The veftiges of f{cepiti- 
cifm—and infidelity were {wept a- 
way, and differences and prejuci- 
ces, which had long interrupted 
the peace of fociety were happily 
healed. Brotherly love, which 
has all along abounded, ftill con- 
tinues. It furprifingly put an end 
to complaints again{t the hard doc- 
trines of the gofpel, fuch as the 
total depravity of the human heart, 
fovereign grace, &c. There was 
no danger of giving diiguft by 
preaching thefe doétrines too plain- 
ly. ‘The truth of them ceuld not 
be denied, whillt the power of 
them was fo deeply and manifeftly 
experienced. ‘The moral reforma- 
tion hasalfobeen,in fome good mea- 
f{ure,fuchas wecould with. Taverns, 
and other places of vanity and dil- 
fipation, which ufed to be frequent- 
ed, are deferted. The novel and 
romance are exchanged for the 
bible, and books calculated to 
furnifh the moft ufeful knowledge, 
and improve the heart in habits of 
virtue and piety. The houfe of 
God is ftill the place of general re- 
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iuort, and the fabbaths of the Lord 
are devoutly reverenced, and con- 
{cientioufly obferved. Family re- 
ligion in its various branches, I 
have reafon to believe, is tenfold 
more attended to and maintained 
than heretofore. And thefe prin- 
ciples of piety and the fear of the 
Lord, no doubt, have great influ- 
ence upon the various relative du- 
ties of life, which are manifettly 
more regularly performed than be- 
fore the times of refrething which 


B have palt and are {till pafing over 


us.—Such habitual alterations of 
charafler sppear in many individu- 
als, and in the general ftate of fo- 
ciety, among us, as bear an hon- 
orable teitimony to the truth and 
importance of experimental reli- 
gion. Many who have obtained 
hope complain much of the griev- 
ous corruption of their hearts, and 
the want of fenfible Chriltian com- 
fort—but {till appear engaged to 
prefs forward in the ways of the 
Lord. As yet I know of no in- 
ftances, which look hke apoltacy ; 
though it is to be feared that all 
will not endure to the end and be 
faved. 

I would jult add that this revi- 
val of religion appears to have, 
taken place in en to prayer. 
Previoufly to it the ftate of religion 
among us was very low; and had 
been fo for many years. But io 
the preceding April, by certain 
communications, refpecting revi- 
vals of religion, then taking place 
in Conneéticut and fome other 
concurring circmftances, a {mall 
number of Chriftians were induced 
to fet up weekly meetings of f{pe- 
cial prayer for Zion. ‘lhey were 
keptupthrough the fummer. Few, 
{ometimes not more than ten or fif- 
teen, attended. Thefe meetings, 
however through the divine blef- 
fing, were made edifying ; and 
an ufual fpirit of prayer feemed 


to be granted. Though no fpecial 
vifible encouragement appeared, 
for a confiderable time—they were 
continued, till it pleafed God to 
hear and anfwer in the fignal man- 
ner which has been ftated. Here- 
in he hath fhewn himfelf a pray- 
er-hearing God, and exhibited 2 
fufficient reafon why his people, 
even in the darkeft feafons, fhould 
perfeveringly wait upon him in this 
way of his own appointment. In 
| due time, they may be confident 
| of reaping, if they faint not. 
| There has alfo, for a number of 
months, exilted a very confiderabie 
revival of religion in a {mall con- 
| gregation, called Middletown, a- 
| bout 40 miles weftward of this— 
| and in Coram, a fociety adjoining. 
| I vifited, and fpent fome tinie a- 
mong them in May. There wasa 
| very great and unufual engagednefs 
manifeftedtoattend upon the preache 
ing of the word; and though the 
feafon was very hurrying, multi- 
tudes flocked, for many miles 
round to attend divine fervice 
once, twice, and even three times 
aday. I alfo vifited them again, 
about two weeks ago, and found 
the fame fpirit as before, though 
perhaps not attended with altogeth- 
er fo much engapednefs. There 
| have as many as between forty and 
| fifty cbtained hope, and about thir- 
ty have joined the church. The 
work bears the fame general ap- 
pearance as it has in this place. 
It had long been a time of great 
religious declenfion. In the be- 
ginning of the year 1799, they 
loft their minifter, deacons, and a 
number of other moft active and 
influential characters, by death. 
Every thing looked dark and 
gloomy—there was no appearance 
of thefe awful judgments being 
fanétified ; iniquity abounded and 
the love of many waxed cold—but 
bythis interpofition of divine graces 
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the face of things is furprifingly al- 
tered—the former defolations are 
happily repaired. The revival has 
been connected with a fpirit of un- 
ion, and a very remarkable refor- 
mation of manners 

Among a {mall tribe of Indians, 
at a place called Cold Spring, a- 
bout 12 miles weft of us, under 
the care of Paul, an Indian minif- 
ter, there has alfo of late been a 
great awakening ; and it continues 
in a good meafure ftill. A/fo at 
Huntington and Southold there 
have been, and are at prefent very 
promifing appearances of fpecial 
religious attention. May this good 
and glorious work go on and prof- 
per. Verily when the Lord builds 
up Zion, he appears in his glory. 

I am, with much refpect, 
Yours, &c. 
Aaron Wootwortu. 
Bridgehampton,* (L. I.) 
July 15, 1800. 





LETTER X. 
From the Rev. Epwarp D. Grir- 


rin of New-Hartford. 


GENTLEMEN, 
OT having expected that an 
account of the late work of 
God among us would be called 
for, I have not been careful to 
charge my mind with’ particulars. 
Many impreflive circumftances, 
which, had they ftood alone, would 
not have been foon forgotten, have 
given place to others, which in 
their turn arrefted and engroffed 
theattention. A fuccinét and gen- 
eial account fhall however be at- 
tempted. 





* Although this place is not in New- 
England, yet as it is in the vicinity, 
and as the work of God there was 
soincident in time with that in New- 
England, the Editors have thought 


Proper to infert the account of it in 
this place. 





The work ef divine grace among 
us, three years ago, by which near- 
ly fifty perfons were hopefully ad- 
ded to the Lord, had not wholly 
ceafed to produce effeéts on the 
people generally, when the late 
{cene of mercy and wonder com- 
menced. In the interval, feveral 
were, inthe judgment of charity, 
“created anew in Chrift Jefus 
unto good works.”’ Iris not known 
however that any thing took place 
in the fummer of 1798, which had 
immediate connection with the pre- 
fent work, unlefs it were fome try- 
ing conflicts in a number of praying 
minds, which appeared to hum- 
ble and prepare them for the blef- 
fings and duties of the enfuing 
winter. 


Late in O&ober 1798, the peo- 


ple frequently hearing of the dif- * 


plays of divine grace in Welt-Symf- 
bury, were increafingly impreffed 
with the information. Our con- 
ferences foon became more croud- 
ed and feeling. Serious people 
began to break their minds to each 
other ; and it was difcovered (fo 
far were prefent impreflions from 
being the effect of mere /ympathy) 
that there had been, for a confid- 
erable time, in their minds f{pecial 
defires for the revival of religion ; 
while each one, unapprifed of his 
neighbor’s feelings, had fuppofed 
his exercifes peculiar to himfelf. 
It was foon agreed to inftitute a {e- 
cret meeting for the exprefs pur- 
pofe of praying for effufions of the 
fpirit ; which was the fcene of 
fuch wreftlings as are not, it is ap- 
prehended, commonly expetien- 
ced. Several circumitances con- 
fpired to increafe our anxiety. 
The glorious work had already 
bepun in Torringford ; and the 
cloud appeared to be going all a- 
round us. It feemed as though 
providence, by avoiding us, de- 
figned to bring to remembrance our 
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paft abufes of his grace. Defides, 
having been fo recently vifited with 
diftinguifhing favors, we dared not 
allow ourfelvesto expect a repett- 
tion of them fofoon ; and we be- 
gan to apprehend it was the_ pur- 
pofe of Him whom we had lately 
grieved from among us, that we 
fhould, for penalty, ftand alone 
parched up in fight of furrounding 
fhowers. We confidered what 
muft be the probable fate of the 
rifen generation if we were to fee 
no more of “ the days that were 
pall’? for a number of years, and 
the apprehenfion that we might 
not, caufed fenfations more eafily 
felt than defcribed. 

This was the ftate of the people 
when, on a fabbath in the month 
of November, it was the fovereign 
pleafure of a moft merciful God 
very fenfibly to manifeft himfelf in 
the public affembly. Many abiding 
imprefhons were made on minds 
feemingly the leaft fufceptible, and 
on feveral grown old in unbelief. 
From that memorableday the flame 
which had been kindling in fecret, 
broke out. By defire of the peo- 
ple. religious conferences were fet 
up in different parts of the town, 
which continued to be attended by 
deeply affected crouds ; and in 
which divine prefence and power 
were manifefted to a degree which 
we had never before witnefled It 
is not meant that they were marked 
with out-cries, diftortions of body, 
or any fymptoms of intemperate 
zeal ; but only that the power of 
divine truth made deep imprefhion 
on the aflemblies. You might of. 
ten feea congregation fit with deep 
folemnity depiéted in their coun- 
tenances, without obferving a tear 
orfob during the fervice. This 
laft obfervation is not made with 
defign to caft odium on fuch natu. 
ral expreflions ofa wounded fpirit. 
But the cafe was fo with us that 
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moft of thofe who were exercifed, 
were often too deeply impreffed 
to weep. Addrefles to the paf- 
fions, now no longer neceffary fince 
the attention was engaged, were 
avoided ; andthe aim was to come 
at the confcience. Little terror 
was preached, except what is im- 
plied in the doctrines—of the en- 
tire depravity of the carnal heart 
—its enmity againft God—its de- 
ceitful doublings and attempts to 
avoid the foul-humbling terms of 
the gofpel—the radical defeéts of 
the doings of the unregenerate, and 
the fovereignty of God, in the 
difpenfations of his grace. The 
xore clearly thefe and other kin- 
dred doétrines were difplayed and 
underftood, the more were convic- 
tions promoted. By convittions 
is meant thofe views and feelings 
which are caufed by uncovered 
truth, and the influences of the 
{pirit, antecedently to converfion. 
‘he order and progrefs of thefe 
convictions were pretty much as 
follows. The fubje&ts of them 
were brought to feel that they were 
tranfgreffors, yet not that they were 
totally finful. As their convictions 
increafed, they were conftrained 
to acknoweldge their deftitution of 
love to God ; but yet they thought 
they had no enmity againft him. 
At length they would come to fee 
that fuch enmity filled their hearts. 
This was particularly exemplified 
in a certain houfe, in which were 
two perfons exercifed in mind. 
One appeared to have a clear fenfe 
of this enmity, and wondered how 
fhe could have been ignorant of it 
fo long. The other was fenfible 
that fhe poffeffed none of that love 
to God which the law required, 
but could not believe that fhe en- 
tertained fuch enmity as filled the 
other with fo much remorfe and an- 
guifh. <A few days afterwards, 


{eeing a friend to whom fhe had 
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exprefled this fentiment, fhe was 
anxious to let him know her mif- 
take, and informed him fhe had 
difcovered that fhe * hated God 
with all her heart.”’ 

In the firft {tages of conviction, 
it was not eafy for the fubjeés to 
realize their defert of eternal death. 
But afterwards, even while they 
gave decifive evidence of being {till 
as devoid of a right temper as thofe 
wretches whofe mouths will be 
ftopt by the light of the laft day, 
cheir conyiétion of this defert was, 
in many inftances, very clear. 
Neverthelefs, even to the laft, 
their hearts would recoil at the 
thought of being in God’s hands, 
and would rife againft him for 
having veferved it to himfelf to 
decide whether to fanctify and par- 
don them or not. ‘Though the 
difplay of this doétrine had the 
moft powerful tendency to ftrip 
them of all hopes from themfelves, 
und to bring them tothe feet of 
fovercion grace ; yet as it thus 





a - . . ' 
fapped the foundation on which | 
they refted, their feelings were | 


excited againft it. There was a 
ian who, having been well indoc- 


trinated, had for many years ad- | 


vocated this truth ; who notwith- 
itanding, when he came to be con- 
cerned about his falvation and to 
apply this truth to his own cafe, 
was much difpleafed with it. He 
was at times quite agitated by a 
warfare between his underftanding 
and heart ; the former affenting to 
the truth, the latter refifting it 
He faid it depended on God and 
noton himfelf, whether he ever 
ould comply with the gofpel ; 
and fer God to withhold his influ- 
ences, ahd then punifh him for not 
poflefling the temper which thefe 
influences alone could produce, ap- 
peared to him hard. Before con- 
vidtion had become deep and pow- 
frlul, many attempted to exculpate 
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themfelves with this plea of inabili- 
ty, and like their anceftor, to caft 
the blame upon God, by pleading, 
“The nature which Ht gave me, 
beguiled me.” This was the ene- 
my’s ftrong hold. All who were 
a little more thougltfu! than com- 
mon, but not thoroughly convic- 
ted, would, upon the firit attack, 
flee to this refuge. * They would 
be glad to repeat, but could not ; 
their xature and deart were fo bad;”” 
As though their nature and heart 
were not the: bbe mfeives. But the 
progrefs of conviction in general 
foon removed this refuge of 
lies,”? and filled them with a fenfe 
of utter inexcufablenefs. And 
in every cafe, as foon as their en- 
mity was flain this plea wholly van- 
ifhed, their language immediately 
became, ** I wonder, I ever fhould 
afk the queftion, How can TI re- 
ent ? My only wonder now is 
that I could hold out fo long.” 

It was not uncommen for the 
hearts of the convicted, as they 
rofe againft God, to rife alfo againtt 
his minifters. Several who had not 
betrayed their feelings in the feafon 
of them, afterwards confeffed that 
fuch refentments had arifen. In 
fome inftances, the emotions were 
plainiy difcoverable, and in one, 
particularly, the fubject was fo in- 
cenfed as to break out in bitter ex- 
preflions, but a few hours before 
being relieved from the anguifh of 
a deeply troubled f{pirit. Such 
things feemed to be fatisfying ev- 
idence that mere conviction no 
more meliorates the heart in ¢/is, 
than in the other world ; but ferves 
rather to draw out its corruptions 
into ftill flronger exercife It 
may be fuitable to add that thefe 
fallies of refentment were occafion- 
ed by the diftinouifhing  coc- 
trines of the gofpel clofely and 
affe@tionately applicd to the cor- 
{cience. 
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As foon as the heart of ftone 
was removed and a heart of flefh 
given, the fubjects of this happy 
change exhibited fentiments and 
feelings widely different from thofe 
above defcribed. They were now 
wrapt up in admiration of the laws 
and abfolute government of God, 
which had before been the objects 
of fo much cavil and difguft. Not- 
withftanding the extreme delicacy 
and danger which attend the de- 
tail of individual cafes, it may on 
the whole, it is hoped, be more 
ufeful than injurious to confirm and 
iluftrate the obfervation jult now 
advanced by fome particular rela- 
tions. 

There was a man, who, for a 
number of years, had entertained 
hope of his perfonal intereft in the 
covenant ; and being of inoffenfive 
behaviour, had given people no 
other fpecial ground to diftruft him 
than his oppofition to divine fove- 
reignty, and difpuft (which he now 
believes arofe from a felf-righteous 
temper) at the dodirine that God 


in New-Hartford. 








has no regard for the doings of | 


the unregenerate. 
Impenitent were thus too much dil- 


couraged from making their own 


exertions. 
vorable opinion oi his ftate, he of- 
fered himfelf fometime ago for 
communion withthe church. And 
becaufe he could not affent to their 
confeflion of faith, he petitioned 


Emboldened by a fa- | 


He thought the | 


[Dec 


of diftrefling conviftion, his mind 
was compofed in view of thofe 
very truths which had been the ob- 
jets of his oppofition. Since 
then, he has publicly manifefted 
his belief in the articles adopted 
by the church, and has been re- 
ceived by them, to the “ further. 
ance” of their joy of faith” and 
“comfort of love.’’ 

Another might be mentioned 
who was equally oppofed to the 
eflential truths of revelation. Hay- 


| ing the care of a fchool in towa 


the laft winter, he was required by 
the infpectors to fubfcribe to the 
belief, “ That the general fy/lem 
of doétrines taught in the affem- 
bly’s catechifm, is agreeable to the 
word of God.”? He could not 
comply, on the ground that the 
catechifm afferts ** God had fore- 
ordained whatfoever comesto pafs.” 
The infpeétors loth to lefe him, en- 
deavored to convince him. But 
this claufe appeared to him fo ex- 
ceptionable that he perfifted in de- 


| clining, and would have left his 


{choo] rather than comply, had he 
not at laft difcovered that the 


_phrafe, * general fyftem? would 


| 


|views and feeings, 


to have feveral articles {truck out, | 


particularly the one which aflerts 
the doétrine of election. ‘Lhe 
church did not confent, and he 
withdrew. But fo exquifitely was 
his fenfibility touched, that he had 
it in ferious confideration to dif 
pofe of his property, and remove 
to fome place ‘where he might 
enjoy gofpel ordinances.’ It pleaf- 
ed God, the laft winter, to con- 
vince him that his * feet ftood on 
fiippery places ;”? and after a fecne 


| five article. 





leave him room after fubfcribing, 
to withhold his affent to the offen- 
Soon after this, his 
confcience was feized by the con- 
vincing power of truth, a great 
revolution was produced in his 
and he has 
fince profeffed to be filled with ad- 
miration of a government planned 
by eterna! wifdom, and adminil- 
tered by unerring rectitude. 

It might perhaps not be unfutta- 
ble to mention the cafe of a man 
upward of 70 years of age 3 who, 
belonging tothe loweft clafs of fo- 
ciety, ” tie living in a very retired 
place, was extremely illiterate, 
and had Iitile interccurfe with the 
world; yet was peffeffed of a 
iong mind and malignant pafhons. 








A > tani &f -* BS ted 


a aa — > —es ~*~, — ee 





1800. | 


Having conceived a ftrong difguft 
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nefs and gentlenefs had taken the 


at fome of the peculiar dostrines of place of native ferocity, and the 


the gofpel, he had given his word 
that he would hear them no more. 
Becaufe his wife had united with 
the church, and attended public 
worfhip, he rendered her life very 
uncomfortable. On which fubject 
I went to converfe with him, laft 
fummer ; and am certain I never 
faw a cafe in which fo much de- 


liberate rancor and deadly hatred | 


were exprefled againft every thing 
facred, again{t the effential truths 
of revelation, and againft the min- 


liters and church of Chrift in gen- | 


eral. In the exprefhon both of 


his countenance and lips he ap- 


I 
proximated the neareft to my ideas 


of ‘* the fpirits in prifon’? of any 
perfon Leverbeheld. His enmity 
was not awakened to fudden rage, 
(for my treatment aimed at being 


conciliatory,) but feemed deep | 


rooted and implacable. His refo- 
Jution of keeping from public wor- 
fhip, he pertinacioufly adhered to : 
Nor had he any connection with 
the conferences during the tir{t pe- 
riod of the awakening. Yet as 
difconneéted as he was from all re- 
ligious fociety and the means of 
grace, it pleafed God, late in the 
winter, te take {trong hold of his 
mind. He continued for a while 
trembling in retirement; but when 


he could contain no longer, he | 


came out to find the conferences, 
and to feek fome experience 
Chriftians to whom he might lay 
open his diftrefs. 
out of town about this tim-, I did 
not fee him in this condition ; and 
when I faw him next, he was, in 
appearance, ** clothed and in his 
tight mind.” Inquiry being made 
refpecting his apprehenfions of 
™ of 
tenfive, he replied, & hey are 
the foundation of the world.” 
Every air feemed changed, Soft- 


> “= ! 
Beiag called 


dethitnon which had been fo 


man appeared tamed. I could not 
help reflecting that a religion which 
will make fuch changes in the tem- 
pers and manners of men is a re- 
ligion worth poffefing. Anawak- 
| ening which produces fuch effects 
will not be cenfured by the friends 
| of human happinefs. 

| =. It would not confit with the de- 
figned brevity of this narration, 
{ nor yet perhaps with propriety, to 
| detail all the interefting circum. 
| {tances in the experiences of more 
than a hundred perfons, who ap- 
| pear to ohave been the fubjects of 
this work. It may however be 
not unufeful to go fo far into par- 
| ticulars as to exhibit fome of the 
diftinguifhing fruits of itr. The 
| fubje &s of it have generally ex- 
| preffed a choice that God fhould 


purfue the “ determinate counfei” 
| of his own wil', and without con- 
'fulting them, decide refpeéting 
| their falvation. ‘lo the queftion 
| whether they expected to alier the 
divine mind by prayer, it has been 
| anfwered, “ I fometimes think, if 
: this were pofiible I {hould not dare 
to pray”? When afked what was 
| the firft thing that compofed their 
anxious minds, they have fome- 
| times anfwered, ‘* The thought 
' that Twas in the hands of God. 
| It feemsto me that whatever be- 
| comes of me, whether I live or 
' die, I cannot bear to be out of his 
| hands.”? Many have expreff: eda 
| willingnefs to put their names to a 
i blank, and leave it with God to 
fill it up 3 ani ¢dat, becaufe his 
having Aa government would fe- 
‘cure the termination of all things 
in his own glory. 

They do not tound their hopes 
| on the fugeeftion of fcripture pal- 
fages to their minds, on dreams, or 
feeing fights, or hearing voices, or 
on blind unaccountable impulfes ; 
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but on the perfuafion that they 
have difcovered in themfelves the 
exercifes of love to God and man, 
originating not in felfifhnefs. — 
When afked what they had dif- 


covered in God to engage their 
affections, they have fometimes 


anfwered, “I think I love him 
becaufe he hates fin—becaufe he 
hates my fins.’? They frequently 
have declared that God appeared 
altogether more glorious to them 
for being fin-hating and fin aveng- 
ing ; they were willing he 
fhould abide by his determination 
net to have mercy on them or their 
friends, if they would not repent 
and believe the pofpel. One ob- 
ferved in eae oka to a friend, 
and without the appearance of of- 
tentation, that fhe had been fo ta- 
ken up all day in rejoicing in 


that 


accomplifhment of his glory, that 
flie had {carcely thought of what 
would be her own deftiny ; that 
fhe mu({t believe fhe reckoned 
more of his glory and the public 
good than cf her own happinefs. 
Some declared that if they could 
have their choice either to live a 
life of religion and poverty, or 
revel in the pleafures of the world, 
unmolefted by cunfeleace or fear, 
and at laft be converted on a dying 
bed, and be as happy hereafter as 
if they had made the other choice, 
stey fhould prefer the former ; 
and that, for the glory of God, 
and not merely for the happinefs 
which the profpects of fature glo- 
ry would daily afford: for they 
believed their choice would be the 
fame, though in certain expecta- 
tion that fears and confliéts would 
render a religious life lefs happy 
than a life of fenfuality. heir 
predominant defire {till appears to 
be that God may be glorified, and 
that they may render him volunta- 
ry glory ina tife of obedience, and 
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them. 
God’s perfections and the certain 


| and overrating their 
| Accuftemed to difcriminate 
| tween 
| they appear not to! 


hay and ftubble’ 
have 
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may enjoy him in a life of com- 
munion with him. A profpect of 
the full attainment of thefe ends 
is what appears to render the heav- 
enly ftate the object of their eager 
defire. ‘heir admiration of Jefus 
Chrift feems moft excited by his 
zeal to fupport his Father’s law— 
a law, the glories of which they 
appear diftinaly, though imper- 
fectly, to apprehend. The bible 
is to them anew book. Prayer 
feems their delight. Their hearts 
are peculiarly united to the people 
of God. But the moft obferva- 
ble part of their character is a 
lovely appearance of meeknefs 
and humility. Little of that pre- 
fumptuous confidence too much of 
which has fometimes appeared in 
young profeffors, is obfervable in 
Accordingly they have 


not that uninterrupted elevation of 


| {pirits which in the inexperienced is 


generally bottomed on comparative 
ignorance of remaining corruption, 
attainments. 
be- 
affections, 
fet to their ac- 
the ** wood, 
as perhaps fome 
cone. By reafon of the 
views they have had of the deceit- 
fulnefs of their lrearts, and the 


true and a 


count fo much of 
> 


_comparifon and cxamination they 
| have made to difcover how near in 


appearance falfe religion lics to 
the true, they have great diflidence 


‘and diftruft of themfelves. A 


fenfe of their ill defert abides and 
increafes upon them after apparent 
renovation ; a confiderable time 
potterior to which, fome have been 
heard to fay, “ I never had 

idea what a heart I had, ‘till ths 
week.” Each one feems to ap- 
prehend his own depravity to be 
the greatelt. ‘They appear not to 


e calculating to bring God into 
debt by their : 


ew obedience. A 
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perfon not greatly indorinated, 
but lovely in the charms of child- 
like fimplicity, was heard to fay, 
« [T will tell you, Sir, what ap- 
pears to me would be exadly right. 
It would be exadtly right for me 
to live 30 or 40 years in the world 
without ever finning again and be 
ferving God all the time; and | 
then it would be juft right for me 
to be fent to hell for what I have 
already done.”” The hopeful fub- 


jects of the work as yet exhibit | 


“ fruits meet for repentance.”— 
Some we have had opportunity to 
fee under the preffure of heavy af- 
flictions ; who have feemed calm- 
ly to acquiefce in the difpenfations 
of Providence. 

In giving the foregoing defcrip- 
tion, fpecial care has been taken 
not to paint an ideal image of what 


they ought to be, but {crupuloufly | 


to ilies the views and exerct- ! 


fes which they have really expreff- | 


ed. In thefe views and exercifes | 


they have however circumtftantially 
differed ; fome having been firlt 


and chiefly affe&ed with the beau- | 
others, with | 
the glories and all-fufficiency of neéticut. 
Jefus Chrift ; others, with the di-| 


ty of the divine law ; 


vine perfections generally ; oth- 
ers, and perhaps the greateft num- 
ber, with the fitnefs of divine | 
fovereignty. Some have been for | 
a great while, others, a much 
fhorter time, 
mind. 
life, who had lately been only a 
little more thoughtful than com- 
mon, in this {tate retired to reft, 
and was fuddenly feized with pow- 


erful and very diftiné convictions | 
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not been difpofed to give much 
credit to religion, falling into a 
conference of young people one 
evening, and hearing a prayer 
made by an illiterate youth, was 
'much furprifed and even convin- 
ced ; and afterwards obferved that 
he was fatisfied fuch a prayer could 
not, a few months before, have 
poflibly dropt from thofe lips. 
It is believed that the outlines of 

| this narration equally defcribe the 
features and fruits of this exten- 
five, (and may we not add, genu- 
ine, and remarkably pure) work, in 
at leaft 50 or 60 adjacent congre- 
gations. It is propofed fhortly to 
give you a more entire picture of 
it, as it relates to this place ; ’till 
thea, I am, &c. 
E. D. Grirrin. 
New-Hartford, Aug. 1800. 
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Ton, confort of the Rev. Afa Bur- +. a 
ton, of Thetford, Vermont, who ' 
died Fune 15, 1800, A2tat 48. 


RS. BURTON was born 
in North-Pre{ton, in Con- 

She was daughter of ‘ 
Mr. Stephen Burton. She was 
| married to the Rev. Afa Burton, 
| Auguft 25, 1778. She was the 
mother of two ditiven, who both 
died young.* At the age of 
twenty-three, fhe was hopefully re- 
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under trouble of newed in the fpirit of her mind, , 
One man, in advanced , 


and united herfelf with the church. if 
| She poffeffed a difcerning mind ; i 
which fhe early cultivated by read +i 
\ing. After fhe appeared to be- 
/come a fubjeé&t of faving know- 
ledge, fhe gave herfelf to the ftudy 


of truth, and in the judgment of | of the {criptures, and of other 
charity, almoft immediately pafled | books which were calculated to ca- 
to uncommonly clear exercifes of | 
love to God and his kingdom. 





* Thefe children werc iy aneoidy 


their names were Lucena and Polly. 
With the gift of anes fome | The firft of thefe died Aug sult 3, 1790. 


have received an uncommon gif. o | tat +. he laft, Sevtember 15, 
prayer. A man who formerly had | 1797, tat 17. : 


oe RE Se 


. a 
Be 















































Reng tee ee 


ee 

















222 Revival of Religion in New-Hartford. [Dece 


but on the perfuafion that they 
have difcovered in themfelves the 
exercifes of love to God and man, 
originating not in felfifinefs — 
When afked what they had dit- 
covered in God to engage their 
affections, they have fometimes 
anfwered, “I think I love him 
becaufe he hates fin—becaufe he 
hates my fins.’” “They frequently 
have declared that God appeared 
altogether more glorious to them 
for being fin-hating and fin-aveng- 
ing; that they were willing he 
fhould abide by his determination 
net to have mercy on them or their 
friends, if they would not repent 
and believe the gofpel. One ob- 
ferved in confidence to a friend, 
and without the appearance of of- 
tentation, that fhe had been fo ta- 
ken up all day in rejoicing in 
God’s perfections and the certain 
accomplifhment of his glory, that 
fe had fearcely thought of what 
would be her own deftiny ; that 
fhe mutt vapetin fhe reckoned 
more of his glory and the public 
good than cf her own happinefs. 
Some declared that if they could 
have their choice either to live a 
life of religion and poverty, or 
revel in the pleafures of the world, 
unmolefted by confcience or fear, 
and at laft be converted ona dying 
bed, and be as happy hereafter as 
if they had made the other choice, 
ihey fhould prefer the former ; 
and that, for the glory of God, 
and not merely for the happinefs 
which the profpects of fature glo- 
ry would daily afford: for they 
believed their choice would be the 
fame, though in certain expecta- 








may enjoy him in a life of com- 
munion with him. .A profpeé of 
the full attainment of thefe ends 
is what appears to render the heav- 
enly ftate the object of their eager 
defire. ‘Their admiration of Jefus 
Chrift feems moft excited by his 
zeal to fupport his Father’s law— 
a law, the glories of which they 
appear diftinély, though imper- 
feétly, to apprehend. ‘The bible 
is to them anew book. Prayer 
feems their delight. "Their hearts 
are peculiarly united to the people 
of God. But the moft ices. 
ble part of their character is a 
lovely appearance of meeknefs 
and humility. Little of that pre- 
fumptuous confidence too much of 
which has fometimes appeared in 
young profeffors, is obfervable in 
them. Accordingly they have 
not that uninterrupted elevation of 
fpirits which in the inexperienced is 
generally bottomed on comparative 
ignorance of remaining corruption, 
and overrating their attainments. 
Accultomed to difcriminate be- 
tween true and falfe affetions, 
they appear not to fet to their ac- 
count fo much of the * wood, 


| hay and ftubble”’ as perhaps fome 


have done. By reafon of the 
views they have had of the deceit- 
fulnefs of their hearts, and the 


_comparifon and cxamination they 


tion that on rs and confli&s would | 


render a religious life lefs happy 
than a life of fenfuality. Their 
predominant defire {till appears to 
be that God may be glorified, and 

that they may render om volunta- 
ry glory ina fife of obedience, and 





have made to difcover how nearin 
appearance falfe religion lies to 
the true, they have great diflidence 
and diftruft of themfelves. A 
fenfe of their ill defert abides and 
increafes upon them after apparent 
renovation ; a confiderable time 
potterior to which, fome have been 
heard to fay, “ I never had an 
idea what a heart I had, ‘till ths 
week.”? Each one fcems to ap- 
prehend his own depravity to be 
0% greatelt. They appear not to 

calculating to bring God into 
debt by their new obedience. A 
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perfon not greatly indodtrinated, 
but lovely in the charms of child- 
like fimplicity, was heard to fay, 
«© T will tell you, Sir, what ap- 
pears to me would be exadly right. | 
It would be exactly right for me | 
to live 30 or 40 years in the world | 
without ever finning again and be | 
ferving God all the time; and | 
then it would be ju(t right for me 
to be fent to hell for what I have 
already done.” The hopeful fub- | 
jects of the work as yet exhibit | 
“ fruits meet for repentance.”— 
Some we have had opportunity to 
fee under the preffure of heavy af- 
flictions ; who have feemed calm- 
ly to acquiefce in the difpenfations 
of Providence. 

In giving the foregoing defcrip- | 
tion, fpecial care has been taken | 
not to paint an ideal image of what | 
they ought to be, but icrupalonty | 
to delineate the views and exerct- 
fes which they have really expreff- | 
ed. In thefe views and exercifes | 
they have however circumt{tantially | 
differed ; fome having been firlt 
and chiefly affeted with the beau- | 
ty of the divine law ; others, with | 
the glories and all-fufficiency of 
Jefus Chrift ; others, with the di- | 
vine perfections generally ; oth-, 
ers, and perhaps the greateft num- | 
ber, with the fitnefs of divine | 
fovereignty. Some have been for | 
a great while, others, a much 
fhorter time, uader trouble of 
mind. One man, in advanced | 
life, who had lately been only a} 
little more thoughtful than com- | 
mon, in this ftate retired to reft, | i 
and was fuddenly feized with pow- | 
erful and very diftinét convictions | 
of truth, and in the judgment of | 
charity, almoft immediately paffed | 
to uncommonly clear exercifes of | 
love to God and his kingdom. 

With the gift of grace, fome | 
have received an uncommon gif of | 
prayer. A man who formerly had | 
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not been difpofed to give much 


credit to religion, falling into a 


conference of young people one 
, evening, and hearing a prayer 
made by an illiterate youth, was 
much furprifed and even convin- 
ced ; and afterwards obferved that 
he was fatisfied fuch a prayer could 
not, a few months before, have 
poflibly dropt from thofe lips. 

It is believed that the outlines of 
this narration equally defcribe the 
features and fruits of this exten- 


five, (and may we not add, genu- 


ine, and remarkably pure) work, in 
at leaft 50 or 60 adjacent congre- 
gations. It is propofed fhortly to 
give you a more entire pidure of 
it, as it relates to this place ; till 
thea, I am, &c. 
E. D. Gairrin. 
New- Hartford, Aug. 1800. 


| Memoirs of Mrs. Mercr Bur- 
ron, confort of the Rev. Afa Bur- 
ton, of Thetford, Vermont, who 
died Fune 15, 1800, Atat 48. 


RS. BURTON was born 
in North-Pre{ton, in Con- 
necticut. She was daughter of 
Mr. Stephen Burton. She was 
married to the Rev. Afa Bur sores 
Auguft 25, 1778. She was th 
mother of wo itiees, who ‘er 
died young.* At the age of 
twenty-three, fhe was hopefully re- 
newed in the fpirit of her mind, 
and united herfelf with the church. 
She pofleffed a difcerning mind ; 
which fhe early cultivated by reals 
ing. After fhe appeared te be- 
come a fubjeét of faving know- 
ledge, fhe gave herfelf to the ftudy 
of the fcriptures, and of other 
books which were calculated to en- 





* Thefe children were daughters ; 
their names were Lucena and Polly. 
The firft of thefe died Auguft 3, 1796. 
fEtat 7. he laft, Sept ember 15, 
17 197, Etat 17 
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large her acquaintance with doétrin- 
al, experimental, and practical re- 
ligion. She had a clearer infight 
than moft, into the various parts 
of the Chriftian fyftem, and their 
relation to each other. She dwelt 
much on the dutics which are more 
immediately incumbent onthe mem- 
bers of the vitble church, was 
ftrongly impreffed with the impor- 
tance of their fhining as lights in 
the world, and exerted herfelf ia 
every way confilient with the place 
of a filter, for the fupport of the 
order of the gofvel. Her wifdom, 
prudence, mildnefs of temper, and 
pleafing manners, rendered her 
counfels acceptable, and gave great 
force to her reproofs. 

As a wife, and a mother, the 
was faithful and affeétionate She 


viewed herfelf under obligations | 


to be diligent and economica!; not 
onlythatfhe might provide for thofe 
of her own houfe, but that fhe 
might be able to minifter to the 
needy. To the afflicted fhe was 
compafionate. ‘To the indigent 
he was liberal. She cheerfully 
fubmitted to uncommon labor, that 
her beloved hufband might not be 
interrupted in attending to the du- 
ties of his ftation. To him a large 
portion of minifterial fervice has 
been affigned ; and his calls abroad 
have been numerous ; partly occa- 
fioned by the vacant {tate of moft 
religious fociecties in the country 
near him, when he was firft fettled 
at Thetford. His frequent feafons 
of abfence brought a gr:at weight 
of care upon Mrs. Burton. ‘To 
this the cheerfully fubmitted ; be- 
ing always difpofed to encourage 
him in performing whatever duty 
devolved upon him. 

She attended with unufual con- 
ftancy and fervor upon ail divine 
inftitutions. ‘The Sabbath was to 
her a day of reft from every fec- 
ular employment which could be 
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avoided ; and it was peculiarly 
painful to her, to be detained from 
the worfhip of the fan@uary. Her 
behaviour through life was exem- 
plary ; and wifdom was juftified 
of her, more than by moft Chrif- 
tians in the prefent imperfeét ftate. 
She was diftinguifhed for meek- 
nefs and humility. A perfon, 
from a diftance, came to vifit her 
a fhort time before her death, and 
afked her, “* Whether her exem- 
plary life did not afford her high 
confolation in retrofpect ?”? She 
anfwered, like one furprifed at 


fuch a queftion, “ When LI look 


back to my paft life, how barren 
does it appear! How little have I 
done for God! I have no right to 


‘take confolation from what I have 
| done. AJl my hope of heaven is 





foundedon the mere fovereign mer- 
cy of God, as revealed in the gof- 
gel.”” 

Her fincerity was put to the 
teft, by the many and grievous af- 
flicions which fhe was called to 
endure. Inthe lofs of her children, 
fhe difcovered Chriftian fubmiflion 
and patience. In the painful trial 
through which fhe paffed, by the 
fudden death of her amiable and 
hopefully pious daughter, who was 
cut down in the bloom of youth, 
her maternal feelings were carried 
to a high pitch of painful fenfibil- 
ity. Buta conviction of the rec- 
titude and goodnefs of the divine 
government, ftilled murmuring 
thoughts, and led her to rejoice in 
the Lord. She was fubjected to 
long and diftrefling bodily pains in 
the laft years of her life. A flight 
hurt received in one of her feet; 
terminated in a fore which dif- 
charged plentifully, and which cau- 
fed the principal bone of the heel 
to become carious. She fell into 
a low ftate of bealth, and hettical 
fymptoms appeared. It was tho’t 
advifeable that the limb fhould be 
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amputated. ‘To this fhe confented 
when the reafons were ftated to 
her, and difplayed great fortitude 
on the trying occafion. When 
the furgeon entered the room to 
perform the operation, the difcov- 
ered thofe painful feelings in him, 
which the ingenuous and the hu- 
mane of his profeflion have always 
manife(ted at fuch times. She af- 
fumed a cheerful countenance, con- 
verfed like one at eafe, and en- 
couraged him to proceed. She 
fcarcely uttered a groan during the 
operation. ‘This was performed, 
May 22,1799. Her health was 
mended after this ; and her friends 
were flattered with the profpeét of 
her complete recovery, until the 
next March, when fhe fell into a 
languifhing {tate which terminated 
in her death. 

Near the clofe of her ficknefs, 
and when fhe felt herfelf to be on 
the borders of the eternal world, 
fhe looked forward to death with 
compofure, and with apparent fat- 
isfaétion 3 as an event which would 
place her beyond the reach of fin 
and forrow, and introduce her to a 
fate of perfect purity and joy. 
She faid to her Chriftian friends, 
“ TI find higher enjoyment in God, 
and in divine things, than I have 
experienced for many years. ‘The 
thought of leaving this world, and 
of being freed from a hard, wick- 
ed heart, of being like God, and 
enjoying him, and the fociety of 
faints and angels, affords me great 
fupport and comfort in my fick- 
nefs, and daily expectation of 
death. 1 fometimes fear that I am 
impatient to die. Oh, that I might 
patiently wait God’s time! I fee 
him in every thing. How bright. 
ly his glory fhines in every object 
around me! Mutt I not defire to 
dwell forever in the prefence of 
fuch a God 2” = She continued in 
this fweet frame of mind for fev- 
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eral weeks. On the morning of 
the day preceding her death, her 
apprehenfions were very gloomy, 
for a fhort feafon. The divine 
conduét in this inftance was fuited 
to reprove her for her impatience 
to be abfent from the body, and 
deeply to imprefs her mind with 
her dependance on fovereign mer- 
cy. She faid to her hufband, as 
he was alone with her, ** God 
has forfaken me! I cannot find 
him! I feel no heart to pray! I 
am going to be banifhed from God, 
and his faints forever! How can 
I endure this! Oh, I cannot en- 
dure this! I have had confidence 
in God, in times palt, as I fuppo- 
fed ; tho’ I never thought that I 
had full affurance.”? While the 
was in this diftrefs fhe was exhort- 
ed to put her truft in God, with 
the hope that he would appear for 
her relief. She lay, feveral mi- 
nutes, like one a fleep. Her 
countenance was then turned to- 
wards her afflicted hufband, and 
appeared ferene as the morning. 
She broke out “ Oh! how glori- 
ous is God ! How lovely is his 
character! How lovely are ail his 
faints !”” She procecded in the like 
{train, three or four minutes. 
When fhe had made a paufe, fey- 
eral perfons came into the room. 
Again did fhe open her lips in fim- 
far tranfporting language. At the 
clofe fhe requeited a female attend- 
ant to make ready her grave clothes 
which the had feveral years before, 
laid up for herfe'f. Being now 
exhauited by fpeaking, and her 
bodily pains being violent, an at- 
tefapt was made to give her relief 
by adminiftering an opiate. She 
foon fell into a fleep, in which fhe 
remained until the middle of the 
day, groaning at fhort intervals. 
At noon fhe opened her eyes, and 
faid, ** I with to be awake-——to be 
perfe@tly awake; that L may bid 
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you all farewell. Pray for me, 
tor now I need a ftrong faith.” 
She relapfed into a fleep, and con- 
tinued in it, until near 4 o’clock 
in the afternoon, when fhe ap- 
peared to be fully awake and in 
prayer. She was heard to utter 
diftin@ly the following words, fev- 
eral times, ** THE RECONCILED 
COUNTENANCE OF Gop!” On 
being afked whether fhe enjoyed his 
reconciled countenance, fhe repli- 
ed, in a warm and affectionate 
manner, * O/, yes ?? She was 
then afked, whether the reconci- 
led countenance of God appeared 
to be a fupport and comfort to her, 
fhe anfwered, “ O+, yes!” Other 
queftions of like import were put 
to her, which fhe anfwered in a 
fatisfactory manner. She again 
oblerved, as the -had heretofore, 
* The glory of God fhines brightly 
in every thing? = She addreffed 
feveral perfons prefent, who did 
not profefs religion, exprefling a 
{trong defire that they might fee, 
as fhe did, the divine glory, and 
might be prepared for death. She 
then turned her eyes towards a fe- 
mz'e Chriftian friend, who fat by 
her bed, and with a fmiling coun- 
tenance, faid to her * I thall foon 
meet you in heaven!” ‘Thefe 
were her laft words. She fell in- 
to a fleep, and the fymptoms of 
death were vilible. She ended her 
morral exittence at 1 o’clock, on 
Lord’s day morning, and, asChrif- 
tian charity requires us to believe, 
was received into the heavenly 
manfions. / fed are the dead who 
die in the Lord. 
Rr 
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with himfelf. To acquire the true 
knowledge of ourfelves, of our 
natural turn of mind, of our paf- 
fions, and of our various prejudi- 
ces will coft us much pains and 
clofefelf examination. This know- 
ledge is neceflary, if we would be 
either ufeful to mankind, in our 
refpective places and flations, or 
enjoy real happinefs. 

Some of the difadvantages ari- 
fing from the want of this kind of 
knowledge, as they refpe& moral 
and religious duties, will now be 
mentioned, and briefly elucidated. 
And it is obvious to refleét that 
pride and refentment, envy and 
inhumanity, flow from felf igno- 
rance. One reafon why men are 
vain and proud, wrathful and re- 
vengeful ; and in confequence of 
pride, anger and envy, cruel and 
inhuman, is becaufe they do not 
fee their own failings. And the 
chief reafon why they do not fee 
their own failings, is becaufe they 
hate felf-infpection. Let a perfon 
turn his eyes within—let him ftudy 
his own heart with all fidelity 
and diligence—and ferioufly re- 
fleet upon his own innumerable im- 
perfeétions, omifhons of duty, ex- 
ercifes of felfifhnefs and an ill-tem- 
per—his want of candor, conde- 
{cenfion, and forgivenefs of inju- 
ries, and he will fee enough to 
make him humble. Brnorp [ am 
VILE, 1s the language of felf-exam- 
ination. Leta perfon only have 
a clear fight of his own wicked 
heart, corrupt propenfities, and un- 
holy life, and he will feel that he 
has enough at home to cenfure and 
rectify, without running abread to 
complain and condemn. 

Whence is it that youth is fo 
often confident and forward ? 
Whence is it that age too is fome- 
times ob{tinate and felf-willed ? It 
is refolvabie into felf-ignorance. 
Did mankind know themfelyes 
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they would fee little grounds for 
pride, envy, and felf complacency. 
We find alfo in fome, a religious 
pride, a thinking highly of felf on 
account of fuppofed eminence in 
piety, or in being of this or the 
other communion of Chriftians.— 
Their feelings are, ffand by for 
I am holier than thou. Of the va- 
rious fpecies of pride, it is com- 
monly remarked, that fpiritual pride 
is the moft odious. It deftroys 
all the beauty of any virtues which 
we may poffefs. Whatever other 
pride we indulge, though none 
Ought to be indulged, let us be- 
ware of fpiritual pride. To fee 
any elated on account of fpiritual 
gifts or graces, any either real or 
fuppofed attainments in the divine 
life, is extremely difgufting. It is 
the mark of a very wrong and ma 
lignant heart, to envy others their 
happinefs, to harbour revenge— 
to give way toanzer, or toa bitter, 


uncharitable and cenforious tem- 
per. The difciples of a meck 
and lowly Redeemer once, forget- 
ting the ties of benevolence and 
candor, were for calling down fire 
from heaven on thofe who differed 
from them, Luke ix. 55. They 
received, as was juft, a reprimand 
from their divine Mafter, And he 
turned and rebuked them and faid, ye 
know not what manner of fpirit ye 
are of. Self-ignorance leads to 
pride, therefore, to revenge, and 
cenforioufnefs.— Might 1 be al- 
lowed, fays an amiable writer, to 
choofe my own lot, I fhould think 
it much more eligible to want my 
fpiritual comforts, than to abound 
in thefe at the expenfe of my hu- 
mility. No ; let a penitent and 
contrite fpirit be always my por- 
tion: and may I ever be fo the 
favorite of heaven, as never to for. 
get that 1 am the chief of finners. 
Knowledge in the fublime and 
glorious myfteries of the Chriftian 


On Self-Tgnorance. 








227 


faith, and ravifhing contemplations 
of God and a future ftate are moft 
defirable advantages: but fhil I 
prefer charity which edifieth before 
the higheft intellectual perfeciions 
of that knowledge which puffeth 
up. Thofe {piritual advantages 
are certainly beft for us which in- 
creafe our modefly, which awaken 
our caution, and which difpofe us 
to fufpes& and deny ourfelves.— 
The higheft in God’s efteem are 
meaneft in their own: and their 
exceilency confifts in the meek- 
nefs and truth, not in the pomp 
and oftentation of piety, which 
affeéts to be feen and admired of 
men.”” He who is grof ly igno- 
rant of himfelf and a ftranger to 
his own heart will be prone to be 
ill-natured, four, and uncharitable. 
Mecknefs will be banifhed. Kind- 
nefs will be withholden. Hard 
fpeeches will be uttered. Human- 
ity and benevolence will not be 
extended to others. 

Further, Sclf-ignorance ts a 
great hindrance to the duty of felf- 
denial, a duty fo important in the 
Chriftian {cheme. He who knows 
not his own temper, and ftate, his 
prejudices and conftitutional fins 
will not know where, and how to 
prattife felf-denial. But ro duty 
is oftener, perhaps, prefled upon 
us by the author of our holy reli- 
gion. It is amorg his great pre- 
cepts, that we fhould take up our 
crofs, deny ourjelves and folio 
him. Ath our evil propenfities 
muft be fubdued—our love of fin 
and the world mortified ; and our 
backwardnefs to duty conquered. 
We may indulge in no finful paf- 
fion or purfuit. Refifting all the 
folicitations of fenfe and unho'y bi- 
affes, we are to fummon all our 
wif{dom to avoid the occafions and 
temptations to fin, and all our 
{trength to oppofe it. For this, 
patience, fortitude, and perfever- 
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ance are requifite. What a difplay 
of felf-denial is it to fubdue a vio- 
Jent pafhion, to tame a fenfual in- 
clination, or to forgive an apparent 
affront. We mutt have fome good 
acquaintance with ourfelves, in or- 
der to practife aright felf-denial, or 
even to be ufeful to the world. 
Every good man will ardently 
with to have his life ufefu! to the 
world. To be inthe creation of 
the Almighty a mere cypher—a 





cumber pround—altogether ufelefs, 
in our day and place, is a moft| 
painful idea. We fhould defire | 
not only to have our death, | 
whenever it faall come, peaceful, | 
but our life ufeful. Our defire 
fhould be not cnly to be free from 
the curfe of being mifchievous and 
peftilential to fociety, but to be of 
actual fervice and benefit by frown- 
ing on vice, and by encouraging 
virtue. But if ignorant of our 
place and ftation, of our abilitics 
and capacities, it is impofhble to 
know how we may be the moft ufe- 
ful. Qur principal concern, in 
our day and f{tation, fhould be to 
glorify God and to be ferviceable 
to man. Indeed, one of the belt 
ways of confulting the divine glo- 
ry is in being as ufeful as may be 
in our {phere, to our fellow men. 
Some have carried this point fo far 
as to affirmthat no religion is of any 
worth except what confilts in the 
practice of moral virtue, and doing 
good to man: that all beyond or 
befide this, is cither fuperitition or 
fanaticifm—a mere delufion. The 
candid maft look upon this, as 
a very great and dangerous er- 
ror, though efpoufed by men who 
call themfelves philofophers, who 
boaft ia having broken loofe from 
vulgar prejudices. For doth not 
juftice require us to love and ferve 
the Supreme Being, the author of 
all our mercies, as well as to do 
good to our fellow-creatures. To 
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do good and to communicate forget 
not, for with fuch facrifices God 
is well pleafed. And we are ex- 
horted never to be weary of well 
doing. And we do the moft good 
to mankind by a holy and religious 
life. Beyond difpute, the import- 
ant bufinefs of life is to honor 
God, and do good to man. This 
fhould be our grand aim. But if 
we be unacquainted with ourfelves, 
or do not attend to our ftation and 
rank in life, or confider our rela- 
tion to, and conneétion with oth- 
ers, our advantages and abilities, 
we fhall not know how to be, moft 
ufeful to the world. 

It may be added again, igno- 
rance of ourfelves will be a hin- 
drance to many parts of religious 
and devout exercifes. Particu- 
larly, in the duty of prayer For 
he who does not know himfelf, 
will not know his fpiritual wants, 
either the mercies which he needs, 
or fins which he ought to bewail. 
“ Our hearts, fays Mr. Baxter, 
would be the beft PRAYER-BOOK, 
if we were well fkilled in reading 
them. Why do men pray, and 
call for prayers when they come 
to die, but becaufe they begin a 
little better to know themfelves? 
And were they now to hear the 
voice of God and confcience, they 
would not remain fpecchlefs. But 
‘ they that are born deaf, are al- 
ways dumb ”’  Self-ignorance will 
keep us from a commendable de- 
gree of fervor in our addreffes to 
the throne of grace. The direc- 
tion is, in holy writ, to be fervent 
in fpirit, ferving the Lord, It 
will likewife prevent our ordering 
our thoughts and fpeech aright, 
and confequently be in{trumental 
of preventing the grace and gift of 
prayer. We fhall be dead and for- 
mal in the duty, as we too often 
are, if we do not ferioufly confid- 
er what we are, and what we are 
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about ; to whom we pray, and for 
what we pray. 

It will prevent a due and accept- 
able acknowledgement of the rich 
bleflings daily received from the 
beneficent hand of the bountiful 
benefaftor of the univerfe. In- 
deed a good acquaintance with our 
own make and temper is neceflary 
in order to know what bieflings are 
fuitable, as well as feafonable for 
us, or to be affefionately grateful 
under the receipt of them. For 
how can we be duly thankful to 


God, as jong as we are ignorant of | 


ourfelves. 

Thefe are fome of the unhappy 
confequences flowing from igno- 
rance of ourfelves: of not know- 
ing what manner of fpirit we are 
of. ‘There are many more, but 
what have now been ftated, though 
briefly, are fufficient to excite us 
to the needful work of stuDYING 
OURSELVES. 





To tHe Epitrors oF THE Con- 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL MaG- 
ALINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 

THE particulars, contained 
in the following account of Eufe- 
bia, are real faéts. Although it 
is a number of years, fince they 
took place, yet they made fo deep 
an imprefiion on my mind, that I 
am confident every material circum- 
{tance has been faithfully narrated. 
You will publifh them, or not, as 
you fhall think will beft promote 
the important objects of your ufe- 
ful Magazine. 

Yours, &c. 
PHILOTES 


EFORE I had the pleafure 

of an acquaintance with Eu- 
febia, fhe had entered the marriage 
ltate, and had become the mother 
of feveral promifing children. The 
o.delt, a daughter, died before 
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the mother, and was a very re- 
markable inftance of early piety. 
Prior to this afflictive event, both 
Eufebia and her hufband had pro- 
fefled the Chriftian religion, and 
fupported a fair unblemifhed char- 
acer. But from ¢his period, Evfe- 
bia’s piety began to fhine with a 
more diftinguifhed luftre, and con- 
tinued to to the clofing 
fcene of life. Her laft ficknefs 
was a flow confumption, and her 
decline commenced more than two 
years before her death. From the 
beginning of her ficknefs, I often 
vifited her, and had very frequent 

opportunities to oblerve her tem- 
per of mind, and the exercifes of 
her heart. Acs firit her diforder 
did not, in the view of her phyfi- 
cian, put on any dangerous fymp- 
toms. After fome months its na- 
ture, and probable termination 
were more clearly perceived. On 
the firft appearance of danger, I 
noticed in her {trong defires of lon- 
ger life ; but not without eviden- 
ces of fubmiffion to the will of 
God. The motives of thefe de- 
fires feemed all to have been drawn 
from t'e tende:nefs of her mater- 
nal affection; not from an attach- 
ment to the world, nora dread of 
meeting her God. She often 
exprefled herfelf in nearly the fol- 
lowing language, ** My children 
are all yourp—they ftand in emi- 
nent need of the counfel, inftruc- 
tion and guidance of a mother— 
I Jong, if heaven would permit, 
to be the happy inflrument of train- 
ing then: up for God.” But fhe 
was foon convinced that even thefe 
defires, innocent and rational as 
they at firlt appeared, did not juf- 
tify the fmalictt reluctance to an 
entire, and unreferved fubmiffion 
to the divine will. She was foon 
taught, that fhould her health be 
re{tored, and her life continued— 
fhould her endeavours be ever fo 
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unwearicd and ever fo faithful, yet 
that fhe could be nothing more than 
a feeble agar" of goed, to 
her children. —That if they were 
faved from fin, and interelted i 

the great Redeemer, it mult be b 
together the work of divine gra ce. 
‘That feparate from natural affec- 
tion and felfiihnefs, the had no 


greater reafon to defire their falva- | 


tion, than the falvation of others. 
And that if God defigned them 
goed, he could, and would raife 
up inftruments to eff ét his own 
purpofes, and 1 ide means for 
accomplifhing his ¢ 
From the tune na fhe , 
thefe convictions, her appearance 
was like one totally difengage 
from this world She became i 
bitually, and fixedly difpofed to 
tru(t all concerns —her own life 
and death, together with the tem- 
poral, and fpiritual interefts of her 
family and friends, and the church 
of Chrift, for which the manifetted 
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a defcription of the joys of heaven. 
He reprefenied it asa place of the 
molt intimate communion with 
God and Chiilt, with angels and 
faints—asfree from all pain and for- 
row, and from all fin, where no 
remaining depravity would inter- 
rupt the glowified faint, in the end- 
lefs exercife of holinefs, nor pre- 
vent his conftant communion with 
the great fource of moral excellen- 
cy. To the whole of this de- 
fcription the gave a clofe attention, 
but when the fpeaker came to en- 


large on the lait particular, an ex- 


the ftrongeft affection, in the hands | 


of God In health, fhe had been 
a mott prudent, and faithful over- 
fecr of the domettic concerns of 
her family. But as her weaknefs 
rendered the labor of that employ- 


quifhed it without the leaft appa- 
rent regret. Her ttme, as far as 
the feeble remains of ftrength 
would permit, was now wholly de- 
voted to the bufinefs of religion. 
Tn her daily converfation, fhe man- 
ifefted an increafing fenfe of the 
odious and deteftab e nature of fin 
and far greater defires to be intire- 
ly freed from it, than to be deliv- 
ercd from her bodily pains, which 
were extremely diltrefling. ‘lo 
footh her mind under fuch acute 
diftrefs, and to gratify the ardent 


_breathings of her foul after com- 
munion with God, and Jefus Chritt, 
a clergyman, on one of the vifits 
which he often made her, gave 


tacy of delight feemed fuddenly to 
feize her foul, joy fparkled in her 
eyes, and fhe saemcagenl him with 
the followingexclamation, “6 That, 
fr, is the heaven that I am longing 
toenjoy. The fingle circumftance 
that fin is there inadmiffible, in 
my view is the crowning perfec- 
tion of its joys. If I Anow my 
own heart, | defire no heaven, but 
a heaven of finlefs holinefs. And 
could I conceive it pofhible that fin 


| would accompany me tothat world, 
| that thought would mar the glory 


of that inheritance of faints. But 
bleffed be God for the indubitable 


| affurance we have, that at death the 
Ment impofflible, fhe totally relin- | 





body of fin will be completely de- 
ftroyed. To die, is a trifling fac- 
rifice for the obtainment of fauch 
an infinite good.” In this temper 
of mind, fhe continued day after 
day. Holinefs wasall her eelight ; 
and if at any time her views Ps its 
excellency, and defires of finlefs 
perfection were lefs fentibly expe- 
rienced, it excited more painful 


‘fenfations, than all the anguifh art- 


fiag from her great bodi ly pains. 
Her Slorder now rapidly in- 
creafed, her ftrenpth diminihhed, 
and he concluding fcenc evidently 
drew nigh. She had in the mo itt 
tender and affectionate manner, 
committed the whole concerns of 


‘the education of her children te 
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her hufband, in whom, under 
God, her heart confided. She 
had, as fhe thought, addreffed both 
to him and them her Jatt advice ; 
in which all the wife, all the moth- 
er, and all he faint glowed in her 
heart, and flowed from her lips. 
She had committed the church of 
whch fhe was a member, and the 
general intereft of reli ion, to her 
God and Saviour; firmly believ- 
ing that all things in the univerfe 
would be ordered in the wifeft and 
belt manner, and finally terminate 
in the moft perfect difplay of the 
divine perfeéctions, and in the high- 
eft poflible felicity of the redeemed 
family. Death was now at the 
door, and to human view fhe had 
nothing to do in time, but to breathe 
out her foul to him who gave it. 
For this event fhe waited with un- 
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wholly overcome the Janguifhing 
fufferer, and bring on her immedi- 
ate diffolution. But as foon ashe 
appreached her bed, fhe firft ad- 
drefled him, in the following 
words. I know fir your errand 
—My hufband is dead—I learned 
it from the lamentation of my or- 
phan children—But God is juft 
and holy —For weeks I have been 
wifhing for death—now I defire to 
live a little longer—at Jeaft one day 
more.—TI thought I had already 
faid every thing to my children, 
which was likely to promote their 
good—but I tufted to have left 
them, under t! > care of an affec- 
tionate fathcr—-I doubted not he 
would often repeat to them my dy- 
ing advice, and by every mean in 


his power, inforce it on them 


referved fubmiflion, expecting and 


hoping that every day, and every 
hour would be her Iaft. 

But it pleafed a fovereign God 
to referve her for a new, unex- 
peéted and moit diftrefling trial. 
Her hufband, who, during the 
whole of her ficknefs, had enjoy- 
ed uninterrupted health, was in- 
ftantaneoufly feized with the moft 
excruciating oma His whole 
frame, but more cfpecially his 
bowels werein indefe ribable agony. 
Large portions of laudanum, which 
were frequently adminiltered, for 
a fhoit {pace afforded him a fmall 
relief. But his pains foon return- 
cd with increafing violence, and in 
about twenty hours put a pertod to 
his life. A clergyman, who was 
prf nt, was defired to give infor- 
mation of this awful event to Eu- 
fcbia, who lay in a different apart- 
ment of the houfe. He entered 
her room with thofe fenfations 
which fuch a fcene could not fail 
to infpire, and with anxious fears 
le{t thie oe 6 j= ee fh 
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They are now to become orp en 

indced.—This unexpected change 
in their fituation fappefts to my 
mind new advice for them, and I 
truftin God, will enable me to 
prefs it with new motiv s —I be- 
feech you, fir, to unite with me, in 
prayer to God for this favor—for 
life and ftrength to give one more 
leflon of inflructicn to my dear 
offspring —it may be that God 
will blefs it to teas? She deliv- 
ered thefe fentences with great dif- 
ficulty, interrupted with long pau- 
fes, arifing from her extreme de~ 
bility. And by the trme fhe had 
finifhed the laft, her ftrength was 
iotircly exhaufted. Her eyes were 
clofed, her refpiration fhort and 
difficult, but ft:ll her countenance 
calm and compofed. Refpe& for 
her forrows, imp vofed profound fi- 
lence on all the fpe@ators. In 


lefs eset half an hour fhe revived. 


Praver, at her requeft, was at- 
tende< . ; in which fhe appcared to 
join with great devotion. It pleaf 
ed the God of all grace to gratify 
her wifhes. She furvived her huf- 
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band about fourteen hours. Du- 
ring a confiderable part of which, 
fhe had intervals of abatement of 
pain, great clearnefs of thought, 
and uncommon facility of expref- 
fion. Thefe, to her, precious mo- 
ments indeed, fhe improved with 
all poflible zeal, in addrefling her 
children on the all-important con- 
cerns of time, and eternity. She 
explained to them the leading and 


tianity—the depravity of the hu- 
maa heart—the nature and necef- 





Dec. 


To one OF THE EDITORS OF THE 
Connecticut EvawGELicart 
MaGAzine 


SIR, 

AGREEABLY to your re- 
queft I tranfcribe from my Jour- 
nal, the following account of the 
Rev. Mr. Patillo of the county of 
Grenville, in the ftate of North- 
Carolina. It it fthall convey to 


more important do¢trines of Chrif- | the mind of one afflited Chriftian, 


of fub- 


a leffon of patience, and 


miffion to the will of God, you 


fity of regeneration, repentance | 
and faith. She taught them their 


duty to God, their 
and themfelves. She held up 
Chrilt to their view, as the only 
Mediator, and only Saviour 3 laid 
open his infinite ability to fave, and 


fe llow- men | 


befought, and obtetted them, with | 
all the authority of their only fur- | 


viving parent, and with all the 


to enter without delay on a lite of 
{trict religion, to give to God the 
morning of ther lives, and the 
dew of their youth. The know- 
ledge, wifdom and piety a; 
in thefe addrefics aitonithed every 
perfon prefeat, and at the time 
made deep impreflions on the minds 
of her childven. Soon after this, 
death evidently began his work, 
and though by long ficknefs, and | 
great pains fhe was extremely re- 
duced and enfeebled, vet the ago- 
nies of death were profonged te 
everal hours; during which her 
mind remaiaed compoicd and per- 
feétly rational, and the fervor of 
her holy affections, and the frrength 
of her faith unabated. 
pired at nine of the clock in the 
evening, and fhe and her “la d 
were both buried in the fame crave. 
May her counfels be preferved as 
a precious treafure by her chi'dren, 
and her 
Chriltians ! 


or 
ON Ce 


example inftredt furviving | 


feelings, as well as my own, will, 
[ doubt not, be highly gratified. 
Lam, fir, yours, &c. 


Z. LEWIS. 
ELE Rev. Henry Patillo is 


feventy-four ycars of age. 
[lis white, trembling, palfied head 
is filled with found and ufeful 
knowledge. He appears to be an 


eminently pious and faithful min. 
tender afic&ion of a dying mot her, | 
ying 


‘ 


parent | 





iffer of the gofpel ; a kind and at- 
tentive hufband; an affectionate 
and indulgent father ; a cheerful 
and pleafant companion; and a 
polite, noble and generous friend. 
Mrs. Patillo is an amiable and re- 
fpectable woman. Long have this 
unfortunate pair travelled band in 
hand the high se to heaven. 
Often, on their way, have they 
been called to ie rie with advcr- 
fity. A long and tedious diftance 
have they jourmed through the 
vaic of ¢: a nie poverty ** Seven 
times, my fon,”’ faid the good old 
man to me, “ Seven times have we 
eaten our laft wg oh ; and where 


we kee wonot. ‘Lo heaven we 
looked; and before we were a- 
gain hungry, we were furnifhed 
with {ufiicientand comfortable food. 
It feemed,’? continued he, “ it 


truly feemed as tho’ a kind Provi- 
e had poured it down from a- 
bove. Once has the Sheriff, (to 
“farisfy a demand again{t our poor 


re er 
Ucue 











i800. } Addrefs to 


unfortunate Harry*) ftript us of 
our little a//, and fold to the higheft 
bidder. Again it pleafed a mer- 
ciful providence todire&tour friends 
‘o purchafe the moft ufeful parts of 
our furniture and prefent them to 
us. I hope and truft we hall not 
forget the favors of our friends, 
nor the kindnefs of our divine ben- 
efactor. We are now, bleffed be 
God! in comfortable circumftan- 
ces; and our future earthly wants 
will be few.” Yes, grateful, hap- 

py pair! Your wants on earth will 
hence be few. You will foon 
come to the end of your journey. 
You will foon enter through the 
gates into the City, and arrive in 
fafety at your Father’s houfe. 
With propriety may you adept the 
language of the Chriftian poet : 


“ We'll foon be wafted oe’r 
This life’s tempeftuous fea, 

Soon fhall we reach the peaceful fhore 
Of bic eternity.” 





To tHe Epitrors oF THE Con- 
NecTICUT EvaNGELICAL Mac- 
AZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 
HE people who receive your 
Magazines among us, are 
much pleafed with the manner in 
which the inftruétions are commu- 
nicatedto them. They are pleaf- 
ed with the whole, efpecially with 
the narratives given of the revivals 
of veligion, and of the lives and 
deaths of individuals, which have 
been inferted. The country has 
long been favored with writings, 
in which the ereat doétrines of the 


* Rev. Mr. Patillo endorfed notes 
for his fon who was extenfively and 
profpe roufly engaged in the mercantile 
employment. 
ure of his principal debtors, the fon 
was obliged to relinquifh his bufinefs 

nd the father, as well as the fon, was 
fs ript of his 1 tt farthing, 


Vou. I. No. 6. 


By the unexpected fail- | 
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gofpel have been well flated and 

ably defended. It is hoped this 
will continue. Your Mapazines 
furnifh us with another kind of 
evidence of thefe doétrines, which 
was much needed in the country, 
and perhaps is equally conclufive. 
They thow the effeét of thefe doc- 
trines on the hearts and lives of 
thofe who cordially embrace them, 
and that the Holy Gholt does ac- 
company them with mighty power, 
and in this way bears teflimony to 
their truth and importance. ‘hey 
have this advantage too, they pre- 
fent the doétrines of the bible in a 
more moving light, and convey 
them ten-fold fetter to the mind, 
than could be done in a way of 
deep, argumentative difcuflion.— 
Befides, this method of commu- 
ie in{truétion is more univer- 
fally acceptable, and its evidence 
is More eafily feen, and more pow- 
erfully felt by many who are dif- 
ficulted to follow metaphyfical dif- 
cufhons. Itrealizes to our minds, 
that God is prefent with the power 
of his grace in the prefent age ; it 
encourages Chriftians to hope for 
and feek after eminent attainments 
in holinefs, urges the truth and ne- 
ceflity of religion upon impenitent 
finners, and adds to all, the force 
of prefent example. It is defired 
that able difcuflions of the doc- 
trines of the gofpel may always be 
encouraged, they a:e important, 
but it is wifhed that your book may 
be very much taken up with the 
exempl fication of religion, devo- 
tional and animating pieces, and 
familiar illuftrations of the doc- 
trines and duties of Chriflianity ; 
that it be a praétical piece, which 
may follow as a mora! or improve- 
ment to all fuch valuable difcuf- 
fions, and it will be acceptable and 
ufeful to thoufands. 

MIKROS. 
Conneticut, Dec. 1, 180@. 
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Religious Intelligence. 
MiSSIONARIES. 
Extra of a letter from Mr. Da- 


vip Bacon, Miffonary to the 
Indians, io one of the Truflees 
of the J Zifeonary Society of Con- 


neGict ut. 


4 
u 
ir 
fd, 
! 


“ Harfon’s Iiland,* in the River 
St. Clair, Sept. 29, 1800. 
Rev. AND DEAR Sir, 
Gee XPECT vou have received 
& age letter of the ¢ h of Sepr. 
which was dated at Buffaloe Creek 

1 failed from thence the 8th— 
Had a vCry pleafant paffage, and 
fanced at Detroit the 1 1th —Ma- 
jor Hunt, the commanding officer, 
made me welcome at his houfe, 
promifed me every alliftance in his 
power, and introduced me to Gen- 
eral Tracy,t who was equally 
kind.—I found that Mr. Schieffe- 
Jin, the I-dian apent, was well in- 
formed with refpect to the weftern 
tribes, as he fpeaks their language 
and has been intimately acquainted 
with them, for about twenty years. 





weft end of Lake Erie.—And he 
informed me, as 1 had heard be. 
fore, that the Chipeways are vaft. 
ly more numerous than all the oth. 
er nattons in this part of the coun- 
try; and that the Ortawas fpeak 
very nearly the fame language, and 
are united with them.—He told 
me that there was about 100 Chip- 
eways on the river St. Clair, but 
confiderably fcattered ; and that 
there was a village of about 500 
Ind-ans, chiefly Uttawas, at Ar- 
ber-Croafk, 25 miles from Michil- 
imakinak, who were cleanly, and 
well difpofed.—Judge Afkin, who 
had formerly been a trader in that 
place, and who has great influence 
with thofe peop'c, gave me the 
{ame account of it, and told me 
that, if I went there, I fhould be 


' welcome to the ufe of a farm and 


He told me that he believed a part | 
' money as I pleafed for my orsers 


of the Indians at Sandufky Bay, 


were Delawares, and about to re- | 


move ; and that the remainder 


were moftly Herons, or Wyan- | 


dots (the former is the French 
name, the latter the Englifh) and 
not more than 2 or 3 hundred in 
number ; and that they fpeak a 
language entirely different from all 
othcrs, and were Roman Catho- 
lics, and very much given to in- 
toxication.—-And he faid that he 
knew of no large tribe near the 

* This iland is in the communica- 
tion between Lake Erie and Lake Hue 
ron. 

+ The General Pracy {pe oken of in 


this letter. is Genseral Uriah Tracy of 
Litchfield, who is in the f 4 ec of the 
government of the United States, as 


sai Jaa site .  tee oe e 
an agent amo! Ue Ys cater fndians, 


building which he owned there; 
and that he would give me a {peech 
to the Chiefs, and a letter to his 
friend at Mackinac, requefting him 
to afift me —And Mr. Benjamin 
Huntington, a merchant who was 
formerly from Norwich, told me 
that he would let me have as much 


on the Secretary, whether they 
had been accepted or not; and 
that he would write to his friend in 
Mackinac to do the fame for me, 
on his account. —For thefe feveral 
reafons, I thought it exped:ent to 
relinguifh the idea of going to the 
fouth of Detroit, as was expect 


| ed, and to fail to the river St. Clair 


if not to Mackinac. But when l 
came to confult my direétions, I 


' was at alofsto know what to do— 


for I found that I was deftined to 
the fouth and weft of Lake Erie, 
and had no liberty to go to the 
north. Lapplied to General Tracy 


, for advice—he honored my judg 0 


fo 
ment with refpeét to the bufinefs, 
and faid that he thought that it was 
a pity that there had not been a 


, 
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nother claufe added to my direc- | 


| Tam boarding with. 


tions, which would have left the 
matter a little more to my difcre- 
tion ; but faid, as circumftances 
were, he knew not what advice to 
give me.— However, being confi- 
dent that the fpread of the gofpel 
wasthe great object whichthe Truf- 
tees had in view, I was fure that 
it could not be their intention to 
prohibit my going to the place 
which the providence of God 
fhould fo clearly point out.--I there- 
fore concluded, that the only way 
to deferve, or fecure their approba- 
tion, was to act difcretionary till I 
received further orders.— «And 
the General told me, that if I 
will ed to vifit Mackinac, | fhould 
be welcome toa paflage with him, 
going and coming —And Iaccord- 
ingly went on board with him, Sa- 
turday the 13th, when he treated 
me inthe kindeft manner ; and re- 
queited the captain to do the fame. 
L had not yet determined how far 
togo.—I feltunwilling to {top here, 
on the river St Clair, on account 
of the Indians being fo much {cat- 
tered ; and I doubted the propric- 
ty of venturing fo far as Mackinac 
withoutorders from the committee. 
But as I could not hear from them, 
I had no way to do, but to commit 
my ways to the Lord ; and to re- 
ly on his promife for dire&ion. — 
But the third day after we failed, 
as we lay wind bound in Lake St. 
Clair, and at a time when I was 





pleading with God in fecret, to re- | | 
(a Chriftian himfelf, but thought 


folve my doubts, and to fend me 
where infinite wifdom faw beft, the 
young man, who had been recom- 





+ Mr. Bacon’s good judgment direct- 
ed him right.—He found in the place 
of which he fpeaks the Indians for 
whem he was defigned. 
are continually moving from place to 
place, and the limitation in his orders 
arofe from mifinformation concerning 
their prefent fituation, 


Che Indians | 
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mended to me for an interpreter, 
came on board, and foon convin- 
ced me, that it was my duty to 
{top here. —He is fon to the man 
He inform- 
ed me thathis father lived in a cen- 
tral place on this river ; and that 
Nanga, the principal Chief board- 
ed with him, and that he would 
be glad to have me board with him 
dikewife.—He told me, as I had 
heard before, that this Nanga was 
one of the worthielt and moft in- 
fluential charafters in the nation. — 
And that fince he had vifited Con- 
grefs, which was a year ago, he 
had often heard himexprefsaftrong 
defire to have a munifter, and a 
{chooimafter come among them 3; 
and that he had talked of applying 
to Congrefs for this purpofe —And 
that they might be better prepared 
to attend meetings, he had deter- 
mined to colleéthis tribe, and build 
a village.—I fuppefe thefe impref- 
fions were made on his mind, ia 
part, by the converfation which he 
had with ferious people, while on 
his tour to Philadelphia, but moft- 
ly by a book, which he received 
from: a mini(ter in New-York, con- 
taining the conftitution of the North- 
ern Mifhonary Society, with an 
addrefs to the public.—This book 
he preferved with great care ; and 
when he returned home, he got the 
man we board with to read and in- 
terpret it to him, feveral times.— 
He heard with great attention, and 
obferved that le was willing to be 


that fome of the Indians were fo 
ftupid, thas it would be impoflible 
to beat religion into them.—Trom 
thefe appearances, I thought there 
was reafon to hope that the Lord 
had been preparing the way foramif- 
fionary eftablifhment in this place. 
We did not arrive here unti! Wed- 
nefday the 17th, though it is but 
40 miles from Detroit.-—The 
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young man, who had been recom- 
mended to me, engaged to ferve me 
as an interpreter.— His name is 
Bernadus Harfon—He is a 
Dutchman, 26 years of age, and 
of an indifferent educatioa ; but 
he is civil, poffeffed of tolerable 
abilities, and fpeaks pretty good 
Englith ; and ts high in the favor 
of the Indians ; and I believe he 
fpeaks their language about as well 
as they do themfelves—And I 
am perfuaded that he is the beft in- 
terpreter that can be found. I have 
hired him for half of the time, at 
ten dollars per month. And I 
board with him in his father’s fami- 
ly, (for two dollars a week) where 
they all can fpeak Indian, fo that 
I can have affiftance in learnmg the 
language when he is abfent. I 
have rarely found Dutch people 
more agreeable. When | Jefthome, 
hike Abraham, I knew not whith- 
er I went ; but I expected that | 
fhould have to lie upon the pround, 
in the open air for feveral nights 
while on my journey ; and then 
to take up my abode in a dreary 
wildernefs, at a great diftance from 
civilized people, with nothing bet- 
ter than an Indian hut, for a houfe, 
and a blanket for’ a bed ; and 
where I fhould fuffer for food that 
was comfortable, and have no one 
that I could converfe with, but an 
Indian interpreter.—But inftead of 
this, the Lord has richly provided 
for me on the way, has not fuffer- 
ed me to lic out one night, and has 
brought me into a pleafani place, 
among civilized people and where 
I have a profpect of fuccefs ; and 
has provided me a comfortable 
houfe, a convenient ftudy, and as 
good a bed, and as good board as 
{ fhould have had, if I had remain- 
ed in Connecticut.—But I am {til 
ungrateful.—I know of no place 
in the ftate of New-York fo heal- 
thy as this, I believe the water 








(Dre. 


and the air are as pure here, as in 
any part of New-England. And 
I have never been before, where 
venifon, and wild geefe and ducks 
were fo plenty ; or where there 
was fuch a rich variety of frefh wa- 
ter fifh. 

I put great dependence on Mr, 
Harfon and his family, as they ap- 
pear defirous to have a minifter and 
fchool mafter fettled here ; and as 
they have great influence with the 
Indians, and fpeak their language. 
I hardly know how I fhould have 
done without them.—I fhouid cer- 
tainly have found it very difficult to 
have obtained a pood interpreter. 
And they were fent here by a pe- 


' culiar providence, on purpofe, as 


I believe, to prepare the way for 
a miffionary eftablifhment. Mr. 
Harfon moved with hisfamily from 
Albany to Niagara, in order to 
carry on gunfmithing —When the 
American revolutionary war com- 
menced, he meant to have return- 
ed; but as foon as the Britifh 
found that he was friendly to Ame- 
rica, they {tripped him of his pro- 
perty, and fent him to this place, 
forely againft his will. Before 
General Tracy left me, knowing 
that he expected to have a talk with 
the Chiefs at Mackinac, I defired 
him to inform them that there was 
fome probability that miflionartes 
would be fent among them if they 
were difpofed to receive them 5 
and find out their feelings with re- 
{fpcét to the bufinefs.—J fhall not 
finifh my letter unti) he returns. 
Detroit O28. 8th.—The General 
returned to Harfon’s Ifland, the 
zoth of Sept. I failed back with 
him, in order to attend the grand 
Council who were to meet him at 
this place. He tells me that the 
Chiefs from Arber-Croafk, appear- 
ed to be well pleafed with what 
he had to fay to them on the fub- 


ject of Miffions ; and they obferv- 
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ed that they had great need of 
Minifters to reftrain their young 
men, and make them behave like 
the young men who wear hats.— 
But they faid, as their Chiefs were 
not ail prefent they muft defer the 
decifion of the bufinefs, until they 
could call a Council; and that then 
they would fend me an anfwer.— 

When I returned to this place, I 
found two Muiunifters here, who 
were from Pennfylvania.—They 
belong to the Ohio Prefbytery.— 


They were fent here in order to | 
obtain information refpecting the | 
Indians, with a view of fending | 


mifhonaries. ‘l'hey had been here 


about ten days, but they had but | 


@ poor opportunity, as the Indian 
agent was gone with General Tra- 
cy, and they failed in about a half 
an hour after L arrived.—I gave 
them what information I could in 
the time ; and they ds pend, on me 

for farther communications on the 
fubject, as there will be frequent 
opportunities to write. One of 
them expeéts to return next fum- 
mer; and I think he faid that he 
expected to bring on one or two 
Catechilts with him. Their funds 
are {mall at prefent, but they hope 
to be able to fend on a large num- 
ber, within a few years. They 
have not determined what nation to 
begin with.—They have taken 
home a young Shawance, with a 
view of giving him an education. — 
But that 
it wil not be worth their while to 
undertake to learn their language. 
The Chipeways are fuppofed to 
have twentythoufand fighting men. 
And there are feven other nations, 
befide the Ottawas, that under- 
ftand their language.—There are 
above a thoufand Chipeways near 
Sagana, on the fouth of Lake Hu- 
ron; but they are notin a compact 
village. —While I was at Mr. Har- 
fon’s, a large company of them cal- 


nation is fo fmall, I think | 
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led to fee me: they appeared to 
be very dirty, but were exceeding 
friendly.—1 am informed that the 
Moravians have been very fuccefs- 
ful among the Delawares, on the 
river Detrench, forty miles 
where I have been living. ‘Uhe 
Indians at Harfon’s lil. ind appear- 
ed very friendly, and vcry delirous 
to have me continue with them ; 
but they told me that Nanga was 
ubfent, and that they ceuld give 
me no decifive anfwer until he 1 
turned. I did not fee Nanga till 
| came back to this place, he tells 
me that he is very glad that I have 
come among them. -- He fays, that 
the Moravians have been the means 
of making the Delawares fober, 
indultrious and happy, like the 
white people ; and that he hopes 
that my endeavors will have the 
fame effe& on his Indians. 

The Council met yelterday.— 
After the General had finifhed his 
political conference with the Chiefs, 
he introduced me to them; and 
told them how I had come recom- 
mended 3 and what would be the 
good confequences of having fuch 
men to inftruét them, and their 
children: and requetied them to 
reat me kindly. sind he informed 
them, that it wasexpected that there 
would be a large numbcr of fuch 
men fent ameng them; but that it 
would depend very much on their 
treatment of mc; and that he ho- 
ped they would not be fo unwife 


2s to defeat the pood intentions cf 


their white brothers, which re- 
{pected their own happinefs—and 
the whole council, gave their hear- 


ty app srobation to all that he faid. 


| 
| 
| 


| fatisfa@ion. 


ithe molt fanguine 


The fades Agent tells me that 
the General has given them great 
I have every thing to 
fupport and animate me.—TI think 
have never 
dreamed of fuch an encouraging 


| profpeét.—Surely the ficlds are 


ealt of 
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the Lord of the harveit fend forth 
his laborers —If I am_ profpered 
{ expe& to return home fome time 
in the month of March.—lI hope 
that I fhall-be appointed again ; 
and that the Direétors will fend 
back two or three with me.— 


likely young Indians, who wifh 
me to take them under my care, 


ouragement of keeping a {chool 
one half of the time through the 
winter.—I expeét that a good 
School-Mafter would have con- 
{tant employ, and be very ufeful. 
I am, dear ~ir, 

Your affectionate fervant, 


DAVID BACON. 


ABOUT the middle of No- 
vember the Rev. Jofeph Badger 
entered on 2a mifhion to New Con. 
necticut. 


ABOUT the fame time Mr. 
Robert Porter returned from a 
miffion of 12 wecks to the north 
part of Vermont. 


Extrad of a letter from Haverhill, 
New Hamp, ive, dated Odober 
6, 1800 


“ Hartland, a town adjoining 
Windfor in Vermont, has lately 
been remarkably vifited by the 
outpouring of the Spirit. A fmall 
corner of Woodltock, it is faid 
has participated with Hartland, 
in this richeit of blefings. It is 
but a few weeks, fince the atten- 
tion in thofe places commenced. 
There is reafon to hope, that be- 
tween forty and fifty have * bee 
brought to tafte aid fee that the 
Lord is gracious. Many of thofe, 
wh fe minds have been ferioufly . 


white already to harveft! May 


There are a number of fober, | 


and give them a good Engliih edu- | 
cation—and | have given them en- | 
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youth ; and a number of the mid- 
dle aged we truft have tafted the 
fweets of redeeming love ; and 
fome in the decline of life can 
unite in finging a newfong. This 
religious attention appears to be in- 
creafing. May all experience its 
beneficial effects.” 


ORDINATIONS. 


ON Wednefday the 22d of Oc. 
tober, the Rev. Fonathan Stick. 


| ney was fet apart to the paftoral of- 


fice over the congregational Church 
and Society at Raymond in New- 
Hampbhire. The Rev. Mr. Mil- 
timore of Stratham made the in- 
troduciory prayer; the Rev. Mr. 
Boddily of Newbury Port preach- 
ed the fermon from Aéts xx. 283 
the Rev. Mr. Thayer of Kingt- 
ton made the ordaining prayer ; 
the Rev. Mr. Upham of Deer- 
ficld gave the charge ; the Kev. 
Mr. Holt of Epping gave the 


right hand of fellowihip: and the 


' ain Ea(t-Hartford 


Key. Mr. Colby of Pembroke 
made the concluding praycr. 


ON Wednefday the sth of 
November, the Rev. Sa/mon King 
was ordained over the Church of 
Chrift in the Society of Orford, 
The introduc- 
tory prayer was made by the Rev. 
Jonathan Miiler of Briftol ; the 
fermon was preached by the Rev. 
Charles Backus of Somers from 1 
‘Timothy i. «25 the confecrating 
prayer was made by the Rev. 
George Colton of Bolton; the 


_ charge was given by the Rev. Eb- 
| enezer Kellogg of North- Bolton ; 
| the right hank of fellowfhip was 


| 
| 
| 
' 
| 


given by the Rev David M:Clure 
of Ealt- Windfor, and the conclu- 
ding prayer was made by the Rev. 


Jeremiah Hallock of Weft-Simf- 


impreffed, are in the bloom of | bury. 





1800. ] 
DISMISSION. 


ON the 15th of Odtober, the 
Rev. Jofeph Badger was difmif- 
fed from his paftoral relation to the 
church and people of Blandford, 
Maffachufetts. A council, mutu- 
ally called, confilting of the fol- 
lowing minifters, with delegates, 
viz. Rev. Doét. Welt of Stock- 


Difmiffion. Queftions. Anecdotes. 





bridge, Rev. Aaron Bafcom of 
Chefter, Rev. Noah Atwater of | 
Weltfield, Rev. Jacob Catlin of | 
New- Marlborough, and Rev. Al) 
van Hyde of Lee, convened on | 
the occa‘on ; and, after attend- | 
ing to the votes of the church and | 
fociety, advifed to the difmiffion. 
Nothing appeared again{t the min- | 
ifterial or Chriftian character of | 
Mr Badger ; and it is hoped his 
removal to fome other part of the 
vineyard may be followed with an 


increafe of his ufefulnefs. 





For ture Connecticut Evan- 
GELICAL MAGAZINE. 


QUESTIONS. 


OW is it to be underftood 

that God vifits the iniqui- 
ties of a father upon his children, 
down tothe fourth generation ; 
and how is this confiftent with in- 
dividual refponfibility ? Exodus 
xx. 5. “ For I, the Lord thy 
God, am a jealons God, vifiting 
the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children unto the third and 
fourth generations of them that 
hate me.”? 

Further, How is this confiltent 
with what we often fee in the 
world, the uninterrupted profperity 
of notorioufly wicked perfons and 
their children, for feveral genera- 
tions together ? 

An anfwer to thefe queftions is 
defired. 











A. B, 





39 
ANECDOTES. 


A SOCIETY of gentlemen, 
mott of them poffeffed of a 
liberal education and polifhed man- 
ners, but who unhappily had been 
feduced from a belief in the facred 
{criptures, ufed to affemble alter 
nately at each other’s houfes, for 
the purpofe of ridiculing revcla- 
tion, and hardening one another in 
their infidelity. At laft, they unan- 
imoufly formed a refolution folemn- 
ly to burn the bible ; and fo to be 
troubled nomore witha book which 
was fo hoftile to their principles, 


| and difquieting to their confcien- 


ces. ‘The day fixed upon came ; 


| a large fire was prepared ; a bible 


was laid upon the table, and a flow- 
ing bowl ready to drink its dirge. 
For the execution of their plan, 
they fixed upon a young gentlem: an 
of high birth, brilliant vivaciiy, 
and elegance of manners. He 
undertook the taf ; and after a 
few enlivening glaffes, amidit the 
applaufes of his jovial compeers, 
he approached the table, took up 
the bible, and was walking refo- 
Jutely forward to put it in the fire 
but, happening to give it a look, 
all at once he wasfeized with trem. 
bling, palenefs overfpread his coun- 
tenance, and his whole frame feem- 
ed convulfed : He returned to the 
table, and, laying down the bible, 
faid, with a ftrong affeveration, 
‘ We will not burn that book, tll 
we get a better” 

Soon after this, this fame gay 
and lively young gentleman died, 
and on his death-bed was led to 
fincere repentance, deriving unfha- 
ken hopes of forgivenefs, and of 
future bieffednefs from that boolz 
he was once going to burn. 

BISHOP BURNET, the 
Arminian prelate, aff. &ted to won- 
der how a perfon of King Wi l- 
liam’s piety and good fenfe could 
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240 Poeiry. 


fo rootedly believe the dofrine | 


of predeftination. The Royal 
Calviniit replicd, “ Did I not be- 
lieve predcitination, I could not 
believe a Providence : For it would 
be mott abfurd to fuppofe that a 
Being of infinite wifdom would 
ac without a plan! For which 
plan. predeftination is only another 
name.” 








a  ——— 


POETRY. 
“COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL. 


Mess'as Corrors, 
A REQUEST appeared in the 
Jaft number of the Magazine, for 
Speedy communications to furnith 
matter for the next and followiug num- 


bers. The qwo following hymns were | O! tell me, my foul, is it death ! 


written when the author was about fe- 
ventcen years of age, to divert and ex- 
ercife his mind during a day or two of 
bodily indifpofition. ‘They were occa- 
fioned by reading Mr. Pope’s “ Dying 
Chrifian ta his soul” which furnithed 
the author with fome ideas. If you 
fhall have nothing more worthy to fur- 
nifh a page of Poetry you ave at liberty 
to infert them. 
AMINTOR. 
E. Winder, Nov. 1800. 


Tie dying Chriflian. 
- o 


I. Y eyes are now clofine to ref ; 
My body muft foon be re- 
moved ; 

And mouldermg lie buried in duft ; 
No more to be envied or loved. 

2. O happy ! Thrice happy exchange ! 
My Saviour with eyes full of love, 

Now beckons me—foon I fhail range 
The fields of bright glory above. 

3. O! Break off thefe fetters of clay ! 
I long to be freed from this load: 

Lord Jefus, | mourn thy delay, 
Impatient to be with my God. 

4. Each moment feemsiinzering & flow, 
While far fram my home I mutt fray ; 

I long for thofe pie fures timt low 


Unceafing in regions of day. 





{Dee, 


5. Ah! What is thisdrawing my breath, 
And ftealing my fenfes away ? 

O! tellme, my foul, is it death, 
Releafing thee kindly from clay ? 


6. Now mounting, F foon fhall defery 
The regions of pleafure and love : 
My fpirit triumphing fhall fly, 
And dwell with my Saviour above. 


+. No more to be tempted by fin ; 
No longer by Satan be vex’d; 
My confcience is peaceful within, 


And is by no paffion perplex’d. 


| 8. Now fpeedily wafted on wing, 


This werld in a moment I leave : 


| O! death where is now thy fam'd fling? 





And where is thy victory, O grave? 





The Dying Sivner. 


“Q) ! What is this rending my 
breath, 


And wreaking my fpirit away ! 


1 muft, tho reluGiant, obey. 


2. Grim death which I once did defy, 
With horror now f{eizes my frame ! 
Now comes the fad moment to die, 
And launch into torture and flame ! 
3- O! lengthen my dwelling with clay, 
Phat I for my fins may lament ! 
Lord Jefus, prolong the delay, 
And give me thy grace to repent. 


4. Alas! "tis in vain that I fue, 
For favor or mercy at laft! 
Damnation is now my juft due! 
All hopes of forgivenefs are paft. 
5. Unhappicft hour of my days! 
But from it repriev’d I can’t be! 
Now paft is the day cf my grace— 
What torments referv’d are, for me! 


6. My confcience torments me within, 
And ne’er will again be at peace! 
Alas! the dire wages of fin! 
But now I can have no releafe. 


7. O! what would I give for the peace 
The righteous enjoys in his death! 
My woes fhall begin when I ceafe 
To draw the Jait heavings of breath. 
8. Now launching, I foon fhall be toft 
To regions of endlefs deipair ! 
And to the leaft hope fall be Jo#, 
Ge tortured eternally there! 





